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Fabian Solution to the Roads Problem 
FOR years 


obstinate 


an unsympatheti 
ly persisted 
Fabian Society, that shrine | la 
is purest in Socialist philosophy, with slightly 
y thinking, 
insufferable superiority even. 
unlikely that the latest pamphlet from the 
Society, What Shall We Do About the 
Roads?, will cause them to revise their 
regrettable opinions. The Socialist thinker is 
as predictable in this field as in most things 
elsewhere and the conclusions reached run 
pretty close to form. ‘‘Whether we like it or 
not we are living in the automobile era and 
no one can turn the clock back even 
revolutionary changes in (transport) policy 
could not be guaranteed to give back 
the railways their old paramountcy,’’ says the 
author, but, of course, he is fearful (as we 
would expect him to be) of unlimited 
expenditure on motorways. They only waste 
land, cause congestion at either end and 
become saturated after a period of years. 
Urban motorways—which in fact relieve the 
congestion at the terminations of motorways 
are almost unthinkable extravagances. Are 
we doing the right thing, he asks. The 
answer, a little over-simplified maybe, is that 
we have so much leeway to make up that we 
dare not stop to think. 


In ass 


woolly on occasions a_ certain 


It seems 


A Highways Authority? 

HE pamphlet is certainly on firm ground 
in recognising the value of public trans 
port as a surface carrier and in joining 

the growing pressure for a London traffic 
authority — London area local authorities 
surrendered 25 years ago their right to run 
public transport, or to say on what routes 
they should be operated, the time has perhaps 
come for a similar surrender over the lines 
of the roads themselves, much of the traffic on 
which is non-local. There is a sound case 
also for a national highways authority but 
why on earth should it be ‘‘perhaps on the 
pattern of British Railways, and within the 
Transport Commission’’? ‘“‘In day to day 
matters it would have independence of the 
Minister,’’ it is suggested. Surely this rates 
something of a laugh. Has the author for 
gotten so soon that Government intervention 
in 1952 which forced London Transport to 
restore sub-standard fares? He fears a some 
times partisan approach to new road schemes 
by the Minister as the presently responsible 
authority—it needs a Fabian to impute more 
altruistic, altogether loftier, motives in a not 
entirely disinterested state board. 


An Underground Showpiece 
EBUILDING Underground stations 
luxury which London Transport 
now simply cannot afford. The 
splendid, entirely new, booking hall and 
platform approaches at Notting Hill Gate (see 
page 13) come strictly within this department 
of expenditure and they owe their existence 
solely to the carrying through of the London 
County Council scheme for removing the 
chronic road bottleneck at this point and 
redevelopment of the area. Both Central and 
Circle Line station buildings had to come 
down. It is therefore primarily the relentless 
growth of car traffic which residents in this 
area can thank for their fine new station, with 
its easier booking facilities and platform 
access and vastly improved interchange 
arrangements. The total cost of the scheme is 
roundly {1 million, of which the approved 
L.C.C. contribution was £325,000. It can 
never show a commensurate return on the 
capital expended, but it is good for London 
that London Transport, whose structures 
(both fixed and moving) adorn the metro- 
politan scene, should have the chance to 
demonstrate anew its unerring good taste in 
the design of such facilities. The other 
important thing to be said about Notting Hill 
Gate is that it represents an all-out effort to 
minimise subsequent maintenance expendi 
ture. Tiling in several cheery hues, plastics 
panelling on the escalator flights, glass and 
unpainted aluminium all have an important 
contribution to make in circumstances where 
the cost of maintenance—even supposing 
adequate staff were available—is steepening. 


Is a 


just 


CURRENT TOPICS 





Of course, London Transport has _ been 
employing the labour-saving approach in its 
stations for many years and in theory their 
maintenance in pristine condition should not 
be an insuperable task. In practice it is a 
severe problem, aggravated to some extent 
by the careless indifference of a polyglot 
public, certainly by atmospheric pollution 
and special factors such as water seepage in 
tunnel and passage roofs, and also by diff 
culties in arranging adequate maintenance 
facilities. Clearly this is an especially reward 
ing field for the exploitation of all the new 
materials and finishes which will retain their 
original condition indefinitely or at worst need 
only a mop or a rub over. 
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compared with diesel or electric tract 
was wasteful of fuel and spent much of 
working life in the running 


regrets were no doubt « xpressed when steam 


sheds similar 
ships super seded sail and cars horse t1 insport 
One could not halt progress and it was cer 
tainly not the Government’s intention to ask 


the Transport Commission to do so 


mm 


The A.E.R. Officers’ Dinner 
AVING known the Army Emergency 
Reserve for over 30 years he had 
nothing but admiration for its keenness 


and enthusiasm, said Brigadier P. D. G. 
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Advocate of Steam 
Hy VER and anon the redoubtable Lord 
4  Monkswell—now 83 years of age—rises 
in the House of Lords to champion the 
dying cause of the steam locomotive. That 
this deep and abiding affection is shared by 
many of his peers was evident in the debate 
which he initiated last week. On the other 
hand, they all seemed to realise that the 
battle is a losing one and that nothing now 
can stop the supersession of a machine which 
has figured so prominently—and so gallantly 
in our daily lives over the last century and 
a quarter. How far had this supersession 
progressed, asked Lord Monkswell, and was 
the Government satisfied with the results so 
far achieved? He was filled with dismay at 
the lightheartedness with which Parliament 
had authorised the spending of £1,500 million 
upon an indeterminate system of rail trans- 
portation. The ensuing debate showed that 
quite a number of noble lords had been 
smitten with the schoolboy itch to drive 
a steam locomotive. Although, said the 
Marquis of Ailsa, he had never achieved this 
ambition he had worked in the motive power 
department of British Railways and had 
graduated as a_ special fireman. Lord 
Hurcomb, former chairman of the British 
Transport Commission, made the point that 
the diesel stage should be. only an inter- 
mediate one in motive power development; he 
hoped it would not delay the full completion 
of an electric transport system which he 
believed to be best adapted to the circum- 
stances of the country and the national 
economy—the best way of using our coal. 
Replying for the Government, the Earl of 
Gosford, Lord in Waiting, said that the 
modernisation plan was in top gear. Diesel 
locomotives were coming forward at a good 
pace and in some cases were being introduced 
faster, and in greater numbers, than was at 
one time thought possible; amongst other 
things, results of decentralising _ traffic 
organisation were proving encouraging. He 
also was an enthusiast of the steam engine 
and he would be sorry to see it disappear, but 


3uchanan at this year’s dinner of the A.E.R 

(Transportation) Officers’ dinner. He was 
proposing ‘‘The Guests’’ and first thanked 
General Sir Cecil Sugden, Quartermaster 

General to the Forces, who, although a guest, 
had taken on the job of presiding at the 
dinner in the unavoidable absence of their 
Colonel, General Sir Brian Robertson. 
srigadier Buchanan, who is Commander, 
A.E.R. Units (Tn. and M.C.), recalled that 
last summer the railway units visited Long 

moor for the first time as a railway group in 
six regional squadrons. The port regiments 
form a basic part of the port task forces and 
they camped at Marchwood as an integrated 
formation. Younger volunteers were coming 
forward, although not as many as they would 
like. No doubt with the cessation of National 
Service there would soon be a waiting list. 
The I.W.T. units had been based on the 
Thames, but it was hoped to spread to other 
ports such as Hull. They also had hopes of 
recruiting members of the Mobile Defence 
Corps. Training was being kept progressive 
and interesting, not to mention versatile. The 
Longmoor railway (described elsewhere in 
this issue) had served for film scenes 
ostensibly in such countries as China, India 
and Russia. The Hon. Hugh Fraser, Parlia- 
mentary Under-Secretary of State for War, 
said that being a tribal Scotsman he under- 
stood the tribal traditions of the Sappers— 
they had, for example, not only an Engineer- 
in-Chief but a Chief Royal Engineer. He 
expressed apologies for the Secretary of State 
for War, for whom he was a substitute, owing 
to the exigencies of the work on the Army 
Estimates. In the nuclear age it was still true 
that this country must build an army second 
to none and, for its size, the best in the world, 
based on an all-regular force. The 180,000 
man army was near and more were available 
if needed. After finding the men it was neces- 
sary to see not only that the men were well 
equipped, but superbly well equipped. The 
role of the A.E.R. and the Units so skilfully 
created over the last 30 years was vital to 
such an army. The band of the Corps of 


Diversification Has Paid Leyland 

[ his annual statement t 
Leyland Motors, Limi 
Spurrier, the chairman 

dithiculties and delays the « 


lers of 
Henry 


l¢ Spite 


sharehol 


mpany stil held 
the Hispano-Suiza contract for 2,800 tracked 
vehicles, in which Leyland had co-operated 
with rede ind develop 
ment; the resultant vehicles had been sent to 
Germany for approval. With regard to over 
business, Sir Henry declared that the 
problems were capable of adjusting them 
selves to the company’s advantage or dis 
advantage at short notice. He felt that the 
policy of establishing local assembly or manu 
facturing plants abroad was a right one to 
pursue. The whole of the company’s future 
in overseas markets would depend on just 
how far they were able to expand in that 
direction. Members need not fear that in 
establishing manufacture about the world, the 
home plants would be denuded of their 
present volume of production. Very seldom 
could manufacture overseas be achieved 100 
per cent; it was often nearer 50 per cent; the 
balance was made up from home. The process 
required a steady adjustment in the home 
factories to meet the needs for the greater 
quantities of those parts retained and the 
correspondingly less numbers of parts that are 
more readily produced abroad. During the 
past financial year the company had con- 
tended with the most difficult conditions of 
trading since the end of the war, but the 
policy of diversification pursued during the 
past few years stood the group in good stead. 
It enabled the Leyland Group to maintain its 
turnover at almost last year’s record figure. 
It showed a profit that, although only slightly 
lower, had absorbed two wage awards with 
no compensating increase in selling prices of 
the products, said Sir Henry. 


some necessary 


sien 
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The Provision of Airports 
CT ANDING in for the Minister of Transport 
at the dinner last week of the Aerodrome 
Owners’ Association, the Joint Par 
liamentary Secretary, Mr. John Hay, devoted 
much of his speech to the Ministry’s policy 
on aerodrome management. The Ministry 
view was that running airports was something 
for which local management, with its 
knowledge of local conditions, was, better 
equipped than Whitehall. The Government 
was seeking to decentralise where it could and 
this was part of that general movement. If 
operating airports was a business, it could be 
a very expensive one, but the official intention 
was that they must eventually pay their way. 
That was the reason for the recent proposal 
to increase landing fees and passenger service 
charges—Mr. Hay did not, however, explain 
why these proposals came at such short notice 
with their introduction envisaged for a time 
in the year best calculated to cause difficulties 
for the operators. 


Losses Cannot Continue 
HIS unwillingness to continue losing 
money on airports was the reason for the 
Government's inability to accept the 
scheme put forward by the Association for 
grants to airfields not owned by the State. 
Although the loss would have been smaller, 
that scheme had assumed readiness to con- 
tinue indefinitely losing money on airport 
account. He went on to refer to the needs of 
private and club flying and gliding, par- 
ticularly at a time when the abandonment of 
aerodromes was making it difficult for clubs 
to find accommodation, but here also he did 
not explain why private flyers at any rate can 
use large civil airports in many countries 
whereas in Britain they are anathema at 
London Airport, to take but one example 
It is true that private owners receive special 
treatment, but it is far easier to justify 
expenditure if full use is made of facilities and 
in that regard Britain compares ill with many 
lands. 
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Dangers to International 
Air Co-operation 


AST week saw two agreements concerning 
international aviation which have 
somewhat ominous implications even if 

it was desirable to produce at least a degree 
of concord. The International Air Transport 
Association was directly concerned in that 
relating to fares on services operated by jet 
aircraft and contributed a memorandum to 
a committee meeting of the International 
Civil Aviation Organisation which decided to 
adopt as a standard navigational aid the 
V.O.R.-D.M.E.T: system advocated by the 
United States. The agreement on jet fares was 
reached some five months after the traffic 
conferences at Cannes failed to produce the 
normal schedule of fares and other charges 
for submission to governments for approval 
for 1959-60. Operators with jet aircraft and 
those expecting to receive them shortly were 
strongly opposed to any idea of increased 
fares for travel in that type of aircraft, 
whereas those airlines with no immediate 
prospect of operating such machines were 
equally fervent in their support of a sur- 
charge. In the upshot it is only on the trans- 
atlantic routes and on those between North 
and South America, when they begin in a few 
months’ time, that there will be a surcharge. 
Passengers will fly on other jet-operated 
services at ordinary fares both within Europe 
and to Africa and the Far East. Since some 
airline publicity has tended to confuse the 
definition of a jet aircraft, it is as well to add 
at this stage that turboprop machines are not 
affected. 


A Wrong Basis 
[HIS surcharge is a very dubious measure 
in that it is not universally applicable. 
If it were argued that there should be 
a small supplement payable for travelling on 
the fastest service and this applied in all cases, 
there would be few grounds for complaint at 
the airlines following what has long been a 
normal transport practice. In Europe there 
is a number of instances in countries such as 
France and Germany of supplementary fares 
being payable for travel on the fastest trains; 
indeed, it is not unknown in connection with 
high-speed trains in Britain. As it is, the 
Aflantic flights are singled out for special 
treatment not only as regards these surcharges 
but also for a small general increase in all 
fares. The latter alterations have, however, 
some parallels in other areas and the upward 
adjustments are stated to be intended to meet 
higher operating costs. Nobody would deny 
that there has been a rise in costs, but there 
has been a reduction in the load factor of most 
operators and it is necessary to consider 
whether, in these circumstances, the moment 
is well-judged for a rise in fares. It is true 
that the increases are small, but in many it 
is the principle rather than the amount that 
is likely to antagonise actual and potential 
patrons. In one respect, at any rate, the 
I.A.T.A. traffic conferences have displayed a 
constructive approach by agreeing to the 
introduction in Europe of reduced rates for 
creative and inclusive tour facilities. This 
should assist the airlines to increase the 
utilisation of their aircraft, but may not be 
so welcome to the independent operators 
already providing inclusive tour services. 


Unscrupulous Pressure 
TF I.A.T.A. has scraped by with the agree- 
ment on fares, it ought, as the body 
responsible for safeguarding the interests 
of the airlines, to be thoroughly ashamed of 
itself for its part in the Montreal discussions 
on navigational aids. The British Govern- 
ment supported strongly the claims of the 
Decca Navigator as being the aid best suited 
to make more efficient use of air space on 
busy international routes; a memorandum 
submitted by the International Federation of 
Airline Pilots Associations called for ‘‘an 
accurate and reliable short-range navigation 
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aid based on area covered systems and 
designed to provide a pictorial presentation 
to pilot in the cockpit.’’ That, of course, is 
what the Decca system is able to provide 
through the flight log. The United States 
supported the V.O.R. (very high frequency 
omni-directional range) system which is, 
admittedly, widely installed, complemented 
by the D.M.E.T. (distance measuring equip- 
ment). This does nothing like as much as the 
Decca to give the pilot a pictorial presenta- 
tion of his whereabouts yet I.A.T.A. found 
itself able placidly to present a report favour- 
ing the V.O.R.-D.M.E.T. set up. Apart from 
the honest, if misguided, backing given by 
various parties to this system, there was also 
a good deal of American pressure which can 
only be described as unscrupulous; especially 
as it included the presentation of a report on 
the Decca system containing unfavourable 
criticisms that were later shown to be 
exaggerated. It is unfortunately necessary to 
consider this as yet an ther ex umple ol 
a tends ncy that 
frequently of late. That as! 
the United States for increasing export trade 
throughout the world provided that it does 


not have to do any importing itself How 


apparent too 


rt 
Is the enthusiasm ol 


been 


has 
os 


else can be explained the extraordinary 
situation where the Decca Navigator chain 
installed for experimental aviation purposes 
in the New York area may not be used by 
shipping at the express behest of the U.S 
Coastguard ? 


International Co-operation Endangered 


HE importance of international transport 
~ has never been greater than it is today 
and the speed at which it works has 
a great influence upon the economy and 
efficiency of its operation whether air or sea 
transport is involved. The value of any 
equipment which can aid in the achievement 
of this result is patent and the time has passed 
when the warped ideas on security and its 
concomitants which exist across the Atlantic 
should carry weight. In the field of aviation 
both the fares decision and that on naviga 
tional aids are dangerous as tending to throw 
the principles of international collaboration 
into disrepute. JI.A.T.A. could well be 
heading for trouble and, disastrous as a fares 
war would almost certainly be, the point 
could be reached where this was preferred to 
the vagaries which have developed in the 
present method of fares control. The Inter- 
national Civil Aviation Organisation has 
achieved some useful objects, but it is not 
encouraging to find it so ready to compromise 
on matters of principle and so ready to endure 
such blatant dangers as the inefficiency of air 
traffic control in Italy—a matter which has 
been the subject of complaint among flight 
crews for years. From such fundamental 
criticisms it is not far to go to the position 
where international dissatisfaction might lead 
to the break-up of what have been un- 
questionably most valuable institutions. 
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Forthcoming Events 


Mr. O. S. Nock, “The 
the British Railways Me 
Street, Glasgow. 2.30. 1 
March 9.—Institute of Transport. Paper b 
Future of British Railways.’’ At 66 Portland 
5.45 p.m 
March 10.-—Institute of Transport (North Stafford 
general meeting. At Grand Hote Hanley 
Industrial Transport Associatior Annua 
and discussion 
Permanent Way 
Chalmers, ‘Long 
East Region.”” A 
Institute of Road 
by Mr. H. L. Par: 
the Four-99 Diesel 
Centre, Birmingham 
Institute of Traffic Administration (Southamptor 
by Mr. H. J. Judd, “Roa hicl the Oil Industry 
At Royal Hotel, Southamp I 
March 11.—Institute of rsport 
by Mr. W. M. Smith, “A Trader 
Harbour Board Offices, Town Quay, Southampto 
B.R. (Southern Region) Lecture and Debat 
Paper by Mr. I Alexander, ‘Modern Rol 
At Chapter House, St. Thomas Street, S.E.1. 5.4! : 
Institution of Railway Signal Engineers. Paper by Messrs 
C. R. Cass and J. Sagues, “The Application of Ferrit 
. At Institution of 


S.W.1 


r 


1 5 
ng 


Cores to Railway Signalling Systems.” 
Electrical Engineers, Savoy Place, W.C.2. 6 p.m 
Permanent Way Institution (London). Paper by Mr. J 
Dobson, “‘This Costs Money.’’ At 222 Marylebone Road, 
N.W.1. 6.30 p.m 
Light Railway Transport League 
158 Drummond Street, N.W.1. 7 p.m 
Institute of Road Transport Engineers (East Midlands) 
Paper by Mr. R. Cox, “‘Trends in Modern Road Passenger 
Transport.”"’ At Mechanics Institute, Nottingham. 7.80 p.m 
Institute of Road Transport Engineers (Southern). Paper 
by Mr. P ullock, “The ‘N’-type Injection Pump and 
Hydraulic Governor.” At Polygon Hotel, Southampton. 


Four short papers. At 


7.80 p.m, 

March 12.—Institute of Transport (East Midland). Paper by 
Mr. N. H. Dean, “The P.S.V. Barometer.”” At Franklin’s 
Garden Hotel, Northampton. 1 p.m 

Institute of Transport (South Western). Paper by_ Mr 
G. W. Pitt. “Management of Air Services.”” At Great 
Western Hotel, Exeter. 12.30 p.m 

L.M.R. Lecture and Debating Society. Paper by Sir Brian 
Robertson, ‘‘Railways—Their Past and Their Responsi 
bilities.” At Clerical Staff Dining Club, Cardington Street, 
N.W.1, 5.45 p.m. : 

Railway Students Association. Paper by Dr. F. » 
den Hollander, ‘Co-operation between European Rail- 

s.”” At London School of Economics, Houghton Street, 
W.C.2. 6.15 p.m. : 

Institute of Road Transport Engineers (South Wales) 
Paper by Mr. A. C. Higgins, “Design and Construction of 
Routemaster Bus.” At South Wales Institute of Engineers, 
Park Place, Cardiff. 7 p.m 

March 13.—Institute of Transport (Southern). Annual dinner 
and visit of the president. At Grand Hotel, Lyndhurst 
7.45 p.m . 

Railway Correspondence and Travel Society (London) 
Paper by Dr Ransome Wallis, ‘Some Interesting Con- 
tinental Locomotives.” At Railway Clearing House, Ever 
sholt Street, N.W.1. 7.15 p.m 

Institution of Highway Engineers (Scottish). Paper by 
Mr. W. Boyd, “Highway Bridges and Construction and a 
204-ton Load.” At North British Hotel, Princes Street, 
Edinburgh . 

ee Locomotive Society (North E astern). Paper 
by Mr. fT. Hollingsworth, ‘Narrow-Gauge Railways at 
Home and Abroad.” At North Ge Boord Showrooms, 30 
Granger Street, Newcastle upon Tyne, 1. 7.30 p.m 
“Tnstitute of Road Transport Engineers (South Western). 
Paper by Mr. V. E. Gough, “Air Suspension At Rouge 
mont Hotel, Exeter. 7.30 p.m 
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THE FLYING TIGERS 





Substantial All-Freight Carrier 





By a Special Correspondent 


N the middle of last October, the Flying Tiger 
Line introduced the first overnight, non- 
stop, coast-to-coast, all-cargo flights in the 

United States, with a seven-days-a-week service 
between California and New York. The com- 
pany thus entered on its tenth year of licensed 
air freight operations with a new conception of 
service in keeping with its position as a large 


A Lockheed Super-H Constellation of the Fly 
right, another at 
all-freight airline. Success stories arrive, with 
monotonous regularity, from across the Atlantic 
but there is much of interest in the way in 
which the sporadic tramping operations of a 
decade ago have been converted into America’s 
only certificated, scheduled, trans-continental, 
all-cargo airline 
It is said that the first air freight shipment in 
American history took place when a Cleveland 
haberdasher chartered a plane, climbed in beside 
the pilot, and fiew a collection of neckties to 
Detroit, some 90 miles away. That was in 1910 


WINNIPEG 


YOKLAHOMA CITY 


FLYING TIGER LINE ROUTES 
CONNECTIONS 


Regular freight services of Flying Tiger. 


‘ 
‘ 


enterprising merchant with a sign reading ‘‘By 
special plane they come to you, still fresh with 
California dew’’ (poor scanning, perhaps, but 
excellent public relations!) helped to break the ice 
of consumer resistance, and from then on plane 
load shipments of flowers, furniture and garments 
followed. 

Rival companies by the score were now entering 
the air transport field, and the usual price-cutting 


and, 


ng Tiger Line taking off from Burbank 
London Airport 


war ensued. The Flying Tigers soon f 
critically short of funds, an 
practise what they had learned in China—taking 
anything, where, at any time In fact, the 
phrase “‘We fly anything, anywhere, anytime’ 
became the company’s credo; another slogan which 
has lasted as long is “‘If you can get it through 
the airport gate, we'll fly it.’’ In the next fev 
months the line flew every type of cargo, inch 
homeward bound sailors frem disembarkation ports 
(rounded up by pilots looking for loads), 
horses, loads of silverware being parachuted over 
towns from coast to coast in a promotional stunt 
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Points marked * are served by fast road freight 


services as is Philadelphia other than once weekly 


just 35 years before the Flying Tiger enterprise 
was formed. In the intervening years most traffic 
continued to be hauled by the slower wheel and 
keel methods. There were, it is true, isolated 
attempts to fly solely freight on a commercial basis, 
but all fell by the wayside leaving tragic financial 
memories. 


Results of Wartime Experience 

It really took the 1939-45 the 
possibilities of the movement by air of substantial 
loads. Particularly was this so on the hazardous 
supply routes between India and China over the 
‘‘Hump.”’ Among the United States pilots who 
were responsible for much of this flying was Robert 
W. Prescott, a former Navy flight instructor who 


war to show 


by a manufacturer, and on one special occasion 
a rich Texan who had his private charter plane 
painted like a totem pole and the pilot (who hap 
pened to be Prescott) dressed as a cowboy. Perhaps 
fortunately for the company, these circus-like acts 
are things of the past. 


Effect of Large Contract 

By the end of 1946 the competitive race, growing 
like a wild weed, had brought some 300 
like the Tigers and Prescott’s enterprise 
from extinction by a timely, and successful, bid 
which brought under one carrier—his Flying Tiger 
Line—the operations previously shared by several 
airlines to supply the American forces of occupa 
tion in Japan. So, starting in 1947, the airline 


ventures 


was saved 


Unloading scenery for ‘‘Marriage-Go-Round’’ at Philadelphia for MSnday opening having 
been dismantled after Saturday night closing in San Francisco; right, loading vaccine for 
Warsaw at Indianapolis 


had gone to the Far East in 1941 as a member of overnight began operating the largest, longest air- 


General Chennault’s American Volunteer Group, 
later to become famous as the ‘‘Flying Tigers.”’ 

At the end of the war Prescott returned to the 
United States and, while searching for an outlet 
for his flying experience, met Samuel B. Mosher, 
head of one of the great oil-producing companies, 
Signal Oil and Gas Company. Out of this meeting 
came the formation of the Flying Tiger Line in 
June, 1945, as an all-freight and contract airline. 
Mosher became board chairman and Prescott presi- 
dent, positions which each still holds today. 


Start of Operations 

With the help of some of his former flying col- 
leagues and a few business men Prescott was able 
to raise enough money to buy 14 war-surplus Budd 
Conestogas. With the money and aircraft lined up 
in Washington, Prescott set out with one machine 
for Long Beach, in California, to start his airline 
flying. Shippers were, however, cautious—so 
cautious, in fact, that many weeks passed before 
a Bakersfield produce shipper suddenly telephoned 
to ask if Prescott could fly four tons of fresh grapes 
to Atlanta, in Georgia. The fact that this first 
Flying Tiger shipment was met on arrival by an 


lift ever flown by a private contractor—42 four 
engined planes on an eight-flights-per-day schedule 
between the United States, Honolulu and Tokyo. 
The performance turned in by the company not 
only brought a glowing tribute from Air Transport 
Command—it also established the airline as an 
operator capable of doing a major job. 

During the operation of the transpacific contract, 
the Flying Tigers had still managed to maintain a 
skeleton operation across the United States, and at 
the end of the military contract it concentrated all 
its energies on domestic air freight. They had 
learned, the hard way, that shippers demanded 
scheduled, daily services over specific routes, at 
regular hours and at established rates. However, 
such operations required the approval of the Civil 
Aeronautics Board. The airline, therefore, filed an 
application for a certificate of convenience and on 
this temporary permit operated for the next 34 
years. In the meantime, an attempt was made by 
the passenger airlines, which had the advantage 
of being subsidy-supported, to dispose of the 
freighters by acute price-cutting. In 1948, the 
C.A.B., realising that the rate war threatened to 

(Continued on page 14) 
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to and from the Continent 


SILVER CITY 
ROADAIR 


LONDON—PARIS 


transit time 72 hours 


LONDON—LILLE 
transit time 96 hours 


Leaving London ; 
Large indivisible loads or small parcels are carried with the 


minimum of handling on these regular and reliable ROADAIR 
services. The extremely economical rates include all loading and 


unloading charges at Lydd (Ferryfield) and Le Touquet airports. 


ASK YOUR FORWARDING AGENT FOR FULL DETAILS 
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Birmabright 


from start 


to finish 


Birmabright buses built by the 
Metropolitan-Cammell Carriage 
& Wagon Co. Ltd. display 

their natural aluminium finish 
in the City & Royal Burgh 

of Edinburgh. (Because of its 


excellent resistance to corrosion 








Birmabright needs no protection, 
SO painting costs can be 

entirely eliminated). 

Lower maintenance bills are 
only one of the many advantages 
of using Birmabright sheet and 
sections in transport vehicle 
construction. Write now for 


further information. 


Birmabright 


Corrosion-Resisting Aluminium Alloy 


WOODGATE BIRMINGHAM g2 
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LORRY—BUS—COACH 





Four-Point Haulage Wage Claim 





1 iy is learned that the Transport and General 
; Workers Union on Friday last week submitted 
an application to the Road Haulage Wages 
Council for substantial improvements in the statu- 
tory wages and conditions applying to road haulage 
workers covered by Wages Council machinery. Un 
like recent wage claims, which have initially named 
only ‘a substantial increase,’’ the present applica 
tion is specifically for 10s. per week on basic rates 
with proportionate increases for juniors. Secondly 
it is proposed that where a customary holiday is 
worked day's additional pay iid be 
granted, in addition to payment at double time for 
all hours worked, as at present Thirdly, the 
unions want the annual holiday period to run from 


one sho 


May 1 to September 30—at present the period is 
May 1—October 15. Fourth! it is sought that 
the relative overtime clause be amended so tha 
only the first three | rs of rtime I 

from Mon lay t Friday } pal at ti : 
quarter and all hours thereafter at time 

At present time-and-e-quarter is payable for t 
first six hours of vertime MV y-Frid 


T .E. Anxious fon Bus 

4 TEAM { experts i rking 

. for London Transport bus « r John 
Elliot, 


chairman of London Transport, revealed 
I 


He editors of Home 


recently was talking 

Counties newspapers and said that no scheme had 
vet reached the stage where it could be discussed 
with the trade union. He enumerated three points 
of dificulty in formulating a bonus scheme of this 
haracter a) the work concerned is not repeti 
tive, as in productive industry b}) many bus routes 
did not show a profit; and no scheme was any 


good, to London Transport or 
brought no addition t This did not mean 
that they were discouraged—they had every inten 
tion of finding a suitable scheme. It is understood 
that some garage committees have been working on 
a bonus scheme from the workers’ viewpoint and 
intend to circulate it to other garages for comment 
before it is officially considered by the union 


the public, if it 


» rece ipts 


How Economical are Rail Rates? 


[% their determination to get traffic at any cost, 

the railways seemed to feel free to cut certain 
of their rates to an absurd extent, charged Mr 
R. B. Brittain, chairman of the Eastern area of the 
R.H.A., at Lowestoft this week. In the general 
way hauliers could not grumble too much about 
this, provided the cost was borne by the railways 
themselves. But if the railways could always find 
a generous Chancellor to meet their enormous 
losses hauliers had every right to object that they 
are using public money in order to cut their prices 
Operators in Lowestoft and Yarmouth, he 
told, had been particularly affected by what he 
could only describe as completely irresponsible 
rate slashing on the part of British Railways. For 


was 


example, the tonnage rate for frozen food and fish 
from this part of the country to London had been 
cut by nearly half since 1955 
make 


The railways did not 


a profit in 1956, 1957, or 1958, he main 





tained; how could they hope to do so in 1959 when 
they practically halved their charges: 


Passengers Flow Back 

additional passengers are being carried 

by Lincoln Corporation Transport Depart 
ment, said Alderman F. W. G. Todd, chairman 
at the last Transport Committee meeting. Some 
190,000 passengers had returned 
extra /6,440, and this one reason why the 
deficit of £10,000 is £4,000 less than 
despite O00 They had in 
creased fares 

early 
thre 


s' IME 


bringing in an 
was 
estimated 
wage awards costing /3 
hive o 
1957 
yugh 


r six times in five 
although there 


irges 


wages, he said 











Mrs. 


Alderman 
Jessie Smith said most members had had many 
complaints about it 


about the three-mile limit, but 


Highland Haulage Fails in Hiring Case 


AST Friday, the deputy Scottish area Licensing 

Authority refused iz totoan application by High 
land Haulage, Limited, Inverness, for an A-licence 
hiring allowance to permit the use of 30 vehicles 
from September 1 to April 30. It was suggested 
that principles applied to ordinary licensing of 
goods vehicles in other parts of the country, par 
ticularly in industrial areas, should not be applied 


4 


in the Highlands, Mr. Alex Robertson, the licens 
ing authority, said that it was not surprising that 
Highland Haulage had 32 objectors to its applica 
tion, because this operator had been regular 
objectors to most ipplications mace by other 
operators north of the Caledonian Canal. He found 
that there was insufficient evidence of inconvenience 

iu D atisiactory sub-contracting The 
I any is veTating to some extent as a clearing 

mploying many of the small contra 
























































Bolsover Colliery and a slice of local scenery provide the backdrop to an East Midland Motor 
Services Leyland Titan bus on its way to Chesterfield 


| 


to concentrate on getting back 
have lost in past years.’’ The 
to keep fares stable. In the peak year of 1952 th 
19 million passengers. Last there wert 
15 millions. If they could get one million back the 
budget could be balanced 


the 
hope d to continur 


passengers we 


were year 


Decision on School Transport 
“REE transport for children over the age of 11 
living between two and three miles from school 
is to be restored in the West Riding. This 
decided at a meeting of the county Education Com 


was 


mittee on February 24 when it was stated that 
several thousand children would be involved, and 
the cost, which would fall on the rates, would be 
£33,000 a year. Alderman J]. Fuller Smith, vice 
chairman, in opposition, said the cost would 
possibly be £50,000 in two or three years’ time. He 
thought the Minister of Education would be com 


pelled to take some action about it, or other educa 
tion authorities would follow suit. He pointed out 
that the Chief Education Officer, M1 A. B. Clegg 
had said that he had received only four complaints 





to do work for it and there was no evidence of 
lificulty in hiring vehicles. If the application were 
granted, control over the licensing of seasonal traffic 
would be taken away from the licensing authority 


and w | Highland Haulage, he said. That 
would be most detrimental to the business of small 
operators north of the Caledonian Canal. Earlier, 
the managing director of Highland Haulage, Mr. 
W. H. MacLennan, said that he had made the 
application on economic grounds because it was not 
considered reasonable that the company should 
invest in additional vehicles which it could employ 
fully for only eight months of the year 


vuld pass to 


Labour Split on Fate of Transport 


p' ILITICAL correspondents have exhibited some 

legree of unanimity in the past week or so in 
their belief that the Labour Party has run into 
deep water in its efforts to formulate a policy for 


the treatment of transport if and when it is returned 


to power. Those in favour of a widespread measure 
of renationalisation of haulage and some kind of 
estriction on C-licences are being opposed by the 
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r. and G.W.U. element, which looks askance at 
any prospect of reduced employment for its lorry 
driver members. On the other hand, the railway 
unions favour some form of subsidy for the rail- 
ways so that w ages may be improv ed and they do 
not mind in the least restriction on C-licences if 
it will improve the railwaymen’s lot. All in all, it 
is not surprising that the Socialists have no plans 
to publish a policy statement on transport paralle} 
ing that which is appearing shortly about the fat 
of steel 


Final Refusal in No-Standing Talks 
A FTE R the last week of the 
- { 


ouncil f Omnibus Industr\ 


meeting 


r the 


National 
it became 


known that the employers’ side had rejected a 
proposal from the union side that there should be a 
ban standing passengers in buses operated by 
provincial companies adhering to the national 
igreen t Th means that all threes principal 
ections of the bus industry, London Transport, 
r p idertakings, and provincial cx mpanies 
I isted the union proposal 
Rural Bus Conference 
(THE Northumberland Rural Community Counci 
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London Bus Timetable Booklets 
t . 1 





JR EPLACEMENT f the first L n trolleybuses 
A hy +} } 

Dy Duses } ( marke by London 
i , : + +} ‘ } } 
iransp t with issu¢ ! DOOK 1 ne eacn tor 
the W« ich and Croydon g ips of routes, giving 
timetabl for all replacing buss mparable to 
that displayed at stopping places. An explanatory 
introduction notes succinctly that the trolleybuses 
in these areas ‘‘are over 20 years old The 
change is being made because the buses can go 
anywhere and will enable London Transport to 
give you better service 

The following amendments to the route deta given in our 
Janua 244 issue may be noted some journey on 64 are 
x te to Ede Park Station at school hours—this route 
erate West Croydon Station or weekda evenings 
32 opera Bexleyheath Garage only on Monday-Friday 
even 

Bus and Coach Developments 

Barton Transport, Limited, seeks excursions and tours from 
Cropwell Butler operated by G. A. Lewis 

G. J. Miller, Cirencester, applies for the licences of Private 
Coaches, Limited, Swindon 


Glasgow Corporation applies for a Millerston—Rouken Glen 
This is at present provided by tram route 8 


service 





Yelloway Motor Services, Limited, Rochdale, seeks the licences 
of Holts of Oldham, Limited 

Blue Coaches (Ilfracombe Limited, proposes a summer 
ervice between London and Iifracombe 

Alternate journeys on Southdown Service 109 between Brighton 
Poo] Valley) and East Moulscombe now operate via Nyetimber 
H and Birdham Road between Higher Bevendean and East 
Mouls nbe and are numbered 1094 

On February 4, London Transport Central bus route 148 
Hendon Centra! Station—Highgate Archway Statior was 
liverted via The Bishops Avenue and Aylmer Road (previously 
pa route 58 from February 18, certain weekday afternoon 
Kc on 250, Epping Town—Hornchurch Garage, were ex 
ten Corbets Tey (previous served by route 
734 ow Garage—Richmond Sandycombe | Wa 
withdrawn from March 4 
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Specialists in the Transmission of Power 
FRICTION CLUTCHES—MANUMATIC SYSTEM 


LEAMINGTON 
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No problem with 
AUSTIN 


OMNIVAN 
V3 witheap 


ORG « BECK 


FRICTION CLuTcH 
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CO reset mane 





“The Borg & Beck 8 in. diameter clutch, with a 
spring loaded centre, is amply proportioned to 
resist the continued stops and restarts involved in 
normal delivery work, taking up the drive smoothly 
under all conditions.” 


Report of road test by “COMMERCIAL VEHICLES’ 


WARWICKSHIRE ,,.,, 
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A MODERNISED SCOTTISH 
REGION STATION 


New Booking Hall at Dundee Tay Bridge 


MODERN booking hall with centralised ticket comfort to g 
and inquiry office was opened at Dundee weather The modern lighting 
Tay Bridge passenger station on the Scottish ittractive combination of fluort 
Region of British Railways on February 2 The fittings 
new building, which is at street level, has a glas Access to the 
frontage for its entire height, and incorporates ; by means of a 1 
booking hall with combined ticket, inquiry and modern staircase 


passengers during 


reservation office >tatf amenity apartments are South Union Stres 


situated on the upper floor The concentration 





Exterior of the new Dundee Tay Bridge booking hall, Scottish Region, British Railways 


all these facilities in the one place and the fact that left-luggage | in 


the new office is a few hundred yards nearer the articles can be d posit 1 . t é are of | — t The 137 twin-bank SULZER Diesel Engines recently ordered through 


centre of the city should prove of benefit to passen locker for 24 hour At 


' 1. are ee Crompton-Parkinson by the British Transport Commission 
gers using the station. In front of the building isa_ the station platform an additional nenity is the 


forecourt for pedestrians and motor cars low counter for the easy handling of luggage. Th are the most powerful engines being supplied to 
\ platform buildings are being entirely Pe P ‘ ‘ 
New Booking Hall and work will be completed soon British Railways. Some of these engines will 


The booking hall and office ceilings are finishe: Ihe scheme is in keeping with the new look s have a B.S.S. continuous rating of 2,500 
with acoustic tiles in pleasing colours while the recently provided by warm and _ comfortabl 


floors from the booking hall to the staircase landing multiple-unit diesel trains on the Arbroath H.P. at 750 r.p.m. and the balance 
will be rated at 2,300 H.P. 


Illustrated above is a similar 12LDA28 Sulzer Traction Engines are built by 
engine, coupled to its Crompton-Parkinson Vickers-Armstrongs (Engineers) Ltd., at 
, 4 euniilecs pannreine: os bale Barrow-in-Furness eee Sulzer 
Sia ly eS , ing Pressure Chargers manufactured by the 

supplied to an earlier de Havilland Engine Co. of 
British Railways’ order. Leavesden, Herts. 





SULZER BROS. (LONDON) LTD., 31 BEDFORD SQUARE, LONDON, W.C.1 














DIESEL-ELECTRIC LOCOMOTIVES 
FOR MAIN LINE SERVICE 


As part of their far-reaching modernisation plans, British Transport Commission 
called ypon BTH to supply ten 800-h.p. diesel-electric locomotives for main-line 


Entrance to overbridge to platforms; the booking hall; below, interiors of the booking freight duty. The illustration shows the first of these locomotives on test 
office and the seat reservation and inquiry office at Dundee Tay Bridge 


are of heavy-duty rubber tiles. Four Hygiaphone Dundee—Perth suburban services. Passengers are 
booking windows in clear glass are fitted in the spared the fatigue of changing stations when mal 
ticket office where tickets to stations are booked ing through journeys and as new diesel cars com 
alphabetically with commencing letters A to L and forward so the public will be given an ever bet 
M to Z. The ticket windows are framed in anodised service under the modernisation programme, Or 
aluminium and the interior of the offices has been 400,000 passengers are booked annually at Tay 
tastefully designed, the panelling and furniture Bridge Station; there are some 5,000 season tickets 
being in sapele mahogany veneer and chairs uphol- issued as well as more than 9,000 seat reservations 
stered in texturide to tone with the surroundings and 9,000 sleeping-berth reservations. From Feb 
Heating from a gas-fired boiler is radiated ruary 2 the former town inquiry and ticket office in 
throughout the new building and floor heating in South Union Street was no longer necessary and 
the booking and inquiry halls provide warmth and_ was closed 











BRITISH THOMSON-HOUSTON 


Planning consent is being sought for the new station buildings at Barking, London, Tilbury THE BRITISH THOMSON-HOUSTON COMPANY LIMITED - RUGBY ENGLAND 

and Southend Line, on which it is hoped to start work this year. Careful phasing is expected 

to allow existing station facilities to be used by passengers during most of the two-year 

construction period. We illustrate the street frontage of a model of the new building which 

has been designed by Mr. H. H. Powell, regional architect, Eastern Region, and which it is 

interesting to contrast with Dundee Tay Bridge illustrated above. The new main building will 
be entirely above the railway tracks 


an A.E1. Company ASUS 








ALTIMETER DESIGN 





Notice of Compulsory Changes 





IT" a written reply to a question in the House 
of Commons last week, Mr. Harold Watkin- 

son, Minister of Transport, stated that his 
Department and the Air Registration Board had 
been studying the problems of clearer and easier 


— 


ship of his Department with the following terms 
of reference: “‘To investigate the design of alti- 
meter faces and mechanisms, including the use of 
special visual or audible signals, and to make 
recommendations for the design requirements best 


ing organisations and other interested parties a 
flight safety warning about the risk of errors in 
reading the three-pointer sensitive altimeter. This 
is an instrument with three needles of varying 
length to register height in hundreds, thousands 
and tens of thousands of feet. The warning circular 
will say that, with the existing three-pointer alti- 
meters, mistakes of 10,000 ft. have been made in 
reading altimeter dials in high-flying aircraft. 
Such errors are most likely when the routine 
monitoring of the instrument panel has been inter- 
rupted. If this happens during climb or descent 
the height when the instruments are rescanned may 
be very different from that anticipated. : 
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Consequently their pilots do not experience the 
same difficulty. 
Principal Changes 

For some time the Ministry and the Air Registra- 
tion Board have been working on the redesign of 
the dial and pointers pending further research and 
development on altimeters. The principal changes 
are that the 10,000-ft. pointer has been lengthened 
and altered in shape to distinguish it from the 
others. It now reads directly on the extreme rim 
of the dial and is no longer obscured by other 
pointers. Secondly, this 10,000-ft. pointer has a 
curved follow-up white line as an additional indica 


Comparison of the new and cid altimeter presentations at 1,100 ft. (left), 11,000 ft. (centre) and 35,000 ft. Im the first place the large area of low-level warning flag visible and almost 


complete absence of the follow-up line are apparent and in the 11,000 ft. example the warning flag is just starting to show. 
pointer lies below the 1,000 ft. pointer in the old presentation. 


recognition of altimeter readings for some time, as 
had been other aviation authorities including the 
United States. As a result of these studies the 
Ministry and the Air Registration Board had re- 
quired interim modifications to the dials of existing 
altimeters on Britannia, Comet, Viscount and all 
other aircraft which operate above 20,000 ft. to 
be carried out by September 30, 1959. 

In order to advense with the greatest effective- 
ness the studies already undertaken, he had also 
decided to set up a committee under the chairman- 


suited to modern needs for quick and easy recogni- 
tion of altitude readings In addition to the Air 
Registration Board, he had invited representatives 
of the principal interests concerned to serve on the 
committee, including those of operators’, pilots’, 
and navigators’ associations, and the manufac 
turers of instruments and of aircraft. 


Redesign of Altimeters 
The Ministry of Transport and Civil Aviation 
will shortly send to airline operators, pilots, train- 


This circular follows the notice from the Air 
Registration Board requiring the three British high- 
flying turbine aircraft, Britannia, Comet and 
Viscount, to be equipped before September 30, 
1959, with altimeters so designed as to lessen the 
risk of misreading. In addition, all new types of 
aircraft which operate above 20,000 ft. must be 
equipped with acceptable altimeters by the same 
date. Nearly all these types will be high-speed 
turbine aircraft. Piston-engined aircraft operate 
at lower heights and climb and descend less rapidly. 





In Holland, metal windows wanted — 
In Birmingham, a loaded 
Thames Trader and trailer were leaving 
the yard of leading window manufac- 
turers Henry Hope. The schedule: 200 
miles, with customs checks and sea cross- 
ing, in just 30 hours. The Antwerp boat 
was slow—and late !—but not to worry: 
the tough Trader delivered on time, 
despite atrocious roads and conditions. 
Driver Eddie Weston felt relief — until 
the next morning, when he found his 
Trader axle-deep in mud! But again, 
Trader toughness pulled through — right 
through the mud under its own power — 
to be back in Birmingham the following 


urgently ! 


night, still on schedule. 


Tough job... 
building sites ... dockyards .. . farms 


tougher truck! On 


wherever there’s a tough job you'll 
see Thames Traders—staying on the 
job longer, pulling profits faster! 
Powerful engines provide consistent 
peak-efficiency performance plus real 
economy. Full forward-control gives 
greater loadspace, tougher chassis, 
distribution. 
cab 


near-perfect weight 
The comfortable 
means regular ‘no-complaints’ trips 
for Trader drivers. Let Thames 
Traders tackle your transport pro- 


blems: ask your Ford Dealer for a 


air-cooled 


demonstration. 


i 8 


Whatever your transport problem 
there’s a Thames truck built to build 
YOUR business. Make your ‘tonnage’ 
choice from the 30 cwt. to 7 ton range 
and choose from the 4 or 6 cyl. engines 
with an option of petrol or diesel power. 





BEST SELLING TRUCKS IN BRITAIN 


THAMES TRADERS ®v 6S99 


30 HUNDREDWEIGHT TO 7 TONS 





This comparison also shows the way in which the 10,000 ft. 
The new altimeter is the Kelvin Hughes model 


tion of its position on the dial. Thirdly, there is a 
striped warning flag which is progressively revealed 
as the altitude of the aircraft decreases. The more 
the pilot sees of the warning flag the less his 
altitude becomes. Conversely, the smaller the flag 
the greater the height of the aircraft. 


* 
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Irish Sea Ships 


IR,—I was greatly interested in the article on 
‘A Liverpool—Belfast Ferry Service’’ in your 
issue of January 31, which brought back 

nostalgic memories. 

In addition to the Spaniel and Pointer mentioned, 
G. and J. Burns owned the Vulture and Magpie and 
the Woodcock and Partridge, both pairs of sister 
ships. They were all employed on the Ardrossan— 
Belfast night sailings. There were also the Red- 
breast, Ermine and Hound, quite apart from the 
famous paddler Adder and the turbine Viper on 
the daylight sailings to Belfast during the summer 
months, now taken by the Laird’s Isle. On the 
Glasgow—Dublin route the Tiger and Puma were 
popular ships of their time.—Yours faithfully, 

LAMBERT H. Baltey. 





56 Oakleigh Gardens, N.20: 


Bluebell Line Meeting 


IR,—With reference to the note that you pub- 
lished some weeks ago concerning the proposed 
formation of a Lewes-East Grinstead Railway 

Preservation Society to reopen the Bluebell line, 
the inaugural meeting of the society is to be held 
in the Church Lads Brigade Hall, Gower Road, 
Haywards Heath, at 2.30 p.m., on March 15. 

The date of the meeting coincides with the first 
anniversary of the final closing of the line.-—Yours 
faithfully, 

Davip C. DALLIMORE. 

126 The Ridgeway, 

W oodingdean, Brighton, 7. 





The article on the new Liverpool—Belfast ferry 
service, which appeared in our January 31 issue, 
referred by inadvertence to the Insulated Trailer 
Company as having supplied light alloy containers 
These containers in fact, supplied through 
G. E. Neville and Limited, by Insulated 
Containers, Limited, 72 High Street, Bedford 


were, 


»Sons 


London Transport abandoned operation of 
the Acton Town—South Acton branch on 
February 28. This view of the single-car 
train at South Acton taken on the last day 
shows the train number 100 temporarily 
duplicating the Aldwych branch train num- 
ber. The former number, 99, had latterly 
been required for an additional train in the 
District-Metropolitan series 


Assembling a main and auxiliary traction 
generator for B.R. Type 4 diesel-electric 
locomotive at Crompton Parkinson (Chelms- 
ford), Limited. Ten, coupled to 2,300-h.p. 
Sulzer diesel engines, are in hand for loco- 
motives under construction at Derby; now 
the B.T.C. has ordered a further 137 sets, 
some of which will be rated at 2,500 h.p. 
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ROAD PASSENGER TRANSPORT 


EAST OF WOOLWICH 





Passing of the Trolleybus 





OVER 55 YEARS OF ELECTRIC TRACTION 


BANDONMENT of trolleybus operation from 


sexley and Carshalton depots, which Lon 
don Transport carried out on March 4, is 
not the first stage in this process, since service 
612 from Battersea (Princes Head) to Mitcham 
Fair Green) was discontinued on October 1, 
1950. As service 630 continued, this involved the 
dismantling Of only 14 miles of overhead.. The 
nt abandonments concern routes owned by 
six separate tramway authorities in 1933. Electric 
traction ceased on the hole of the former Bexley 
U.D.C. tramways, on all the Erith U.D.C. tram- 
half mile abandoned in 1910, on all 
nained f Dartford U.D.( system 
nearly half s abandoned in 1934-35, on 
last surviving electric route of the C1 lor 
+7 n + ur " yT >} it +} « oft 
South M und on t ’ 
| { { 7 
I x W: 


A 3 ft. 6 in. Gauge Line 
Of these six, the L.C.C. px 


st to have tramwa 


had been the 


Woolwich to 


yrtion 


irom 


Plumstead in 1882; the Bexley section was in 
1903 the first to be worked electrically. An 
application in the 1880 Parliamentary Session for 
1 Woolwich and Plumstead Tramways Provisional 
Order resulted in the incorporation on October 28 
of the Woolwich and South-East London Tram- 
vays Company, with powers to build a 3 ft. 6 in. 
horse line from Purrett Road, Plumstead, along 


the High Street to Beresford Square, Woolwich, 
vhere it forked into two short branches along 
3eresford Street and Powis Street. The Woolwich 
and South-East London Tramways 
Order of 1881 authorised the former to continue 
along Church Street and Woolwich Road to 
Christchurch Road, on the outskirts of Greenwich, 
where it met the standard-gauge line of the 
Southwark and Tramways Company. 


I eptford 


Provisional: 


The 150 yards of tramway at Plumstead were 
purchased by the L.C.C. as from June 18, 1968, 
a condition being that Bexley should have 
through-running facilities into Woolwich, the 
gross receipts being paid to the L.C.C. less operat 


ing 


ing expenses. This service started on July 26, 
1908, Bexley cars terminating on a special siding 
in the middle of Beresford Square clear of the 
main tracks. On the same day the L.C.C. opened 
its own new route from Plumstead to Abbey 





Wood, with a new depot it Abbey Wood terminus 
which replaced Lakedale Road and was later 
enlarged to hold 86 cars instead of 25 when in 

1914 electric services from Woolwich were ex 

tended to the centre of London The cars use 
n the Abbey Wood to Woolwich service were 
ivered by railway to Abbey Wood station, each | 

tl agons containing the upper deck, th 

ind the y¥ gear, and were movex 

rawn trol y t the lepot where the 

ere asser i ] n yu 23, 1910, the 

Woolwich vice began; to avoid inte 
ference wv tic station at Greenwich twin 
positive and negative verhead wires were used, 


instead of a running rail return; 
were used as on a trolleybus 


twin trolley poles 


Petrol-Electric Experiment 
In October, 1912, the L.C.C. 
the Abbey Wood route with 
trams converted to self-propulsion with Tilling 
Stevens petrol-electric but they were later 
transferred to the Tooley Street and Deptford line. 
Trailer cars also were operated on the routes from 
Woolwich to both Abbey Wood and Eltham, being 
hauled by standard double-deck electric cars. 
Sanction for this was granted by the Board of 
Trade on March 20, 1913, for three months only, 
and only between 6 a.m. and 10 a.m., and 4.30 
p.m. to 11 p.m. For use as trailers the L.C.C 
converted eight horse cars, built in 1900, which 


experimented on 
two former horse 


sets, 
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[he 1880 and 1881 sections served Woolwich 
Arsenal and Dockyard respectively. 

All the routes were open by the end of 1882, 
totalling 4.96 miles; they used a type of per- 
manent way which had already proved successful 


in Ipswich. The break in gauge at Greenwich 
prevented through running, although the two 
companies had two directors in common. The 


Plumstead. A 
Order applied 
materialise, 
r Woolwich 


depot was in Lakedale Road, 
Woolwich Tramways Provisional 
further routes did not 


for in 1883 for 


LSOR8 





and South-East 


Bexley U.D.C. Tramways 
Bexley Urban District Council promoted a Bill 


in 1901 for a standard-gauge electric tramway 


from Purrett Road, Plumstead, along Wickham 
Lane and Welling High Street to Bexleyheath, 
branching there along Dover Road to the Cray- 
ford boundary and along Erith Road to the 
boundar it Northumberland Heath, a total of 
5.32 miles This was all authorised, and all 
opened to traffic on October 1, 1903. Exactly one 
mile of the route, along Wickham Lane, was 


inside the County of London, and would not have 
been authorised had the application been made a 
vear or two later, after the L.C.C. became more 
tramway conscious. Elsewhere around the fringe 
of the county several other tramways were built 
by outside authorities; these were later purchased 
by the L.C.C., although the Wickham Lane line 
was not. 

The last 150 yards of the Bexley tramway, 
along Plumstead High Street from the corner of 
Wickham Lane to an end-on junction with the 
W.S.E.L. horse line, soon became an obstruction 
to the L.C.C., when, on purchasing the horse 
tramway, it wanted to extend it further along 
the High Street, Basildon Road and McLeod Road 
to Abbey Wood, another point on the county 
boundary. The L.C.C. obtained an Act in 1904 
authorising it to acquire the company tramway 
from Beresford Square to Plumstead, to recon- 
struct it with double track on standard gauge for 
electric working, to purchase the 150 yards from 
Bexley, and to build the extension to Abbey 
Wood. The company refused to sell, and 
demanded as compensation a sum equal to the 
amount they would have had to spend on street 
widening had the line been built in 1905 instead 
of 1882. The argument reached the High Court, 
but the L.C.C. won, and it acquired the com- 
pany’s assets on June 1, 1905. 


Electrification 
Electric tramways of the L.C.C. were approach- 
ing Woolwich from Eltham, in the south, so the 
council was at first interested only in electrifying 
the Beresford Square to Plumstead section, leav- 
ing horse cars to continue between Woolwich and 
Part of Lakedale Road depot was 
altered to take standard-gauge cars, and the 
surviving horse trams moved to a new 
temporary depot on a plot of land near Tunnel 
Avenue, Charlton, where later the L.C.C. built its 
main overhaul works. On April 17, 1908, 12 open- 
top four-wheel electric cars of class B started 
running between Woolwich and Plumstead with 

overhead-trolley current supply. 


Greenwich. 


were 


Trolleybus routes east of Woolwich with reference to former tramway systems 





it had inherited in North London from the North 
Metropolitan Tramways Company. These were 
renumbered T1 to T8, and started work on both 
Woolwich routes on June 7, 1913. After a few 
months the trailers were transferred to the Mer- 
ton—Tooting—Clapham—-Embankment service. 

The rest of the Woolwich horse tramway was 
electrified in short sections; one from East Green- 
wich to Tunnel Avenue on June 10, 1906; to 
Rainton Road on July 22, 1909; to Chapel Street 
on April 1, 1911; and (from the other end) from 
3eresford Square to Nile Street on November 30, 
1909. The final section through Woolwich from 
Chapel Street to Nile Street was not electrified 
until April 5, 1914; during the years of the 
changeover the 3 ft. 6 in. gauge horse cars had to 
be rescued from their isolated track each night on 
1 standard-gauge transporter wagon—and, of 
course, returned in the morning. Current supply 
from Greenwich to Nile Street was by third and 
fourth rail in an underground conduit, and from 
there onwards by overhead trolley, a conduit 
change pit being installed at Nile Street, slightly 
east of Woolwich Free Ferry. 


The Erith Tramways 

Meanwhile, Erith Urban District Council had 
promoted a Bill in the 1903 Session asking for 
tramways from Erith Town Hall along Pier Road 
and Crayford Road to North End, along Bexley 
Road to Northumberland Heath, along Fraser 
Road and Woolwich Road to Plumstead via 
Upper Belvedere, along Lower Road and Abbey 
Road to Plumstead via Lower Belvedere and 
Abbey Wood, a connection from Upper to Lower 
Belvedere, and connections in the town centre 
along Queens Road and High Street. The line 
between the two Belvederes was rejected in 
Parliament, as was the Woolwich Road route 
beyond Albert Road. The rest was passed, com- 
prising 8.09 route miles, but no part of the Fraser 
Road and Woolwich Road route (bus route 99 
today) was built, nor were the lines in Queens 
Road or High Street. The portion from Abbey 
Wood to Plumstead, being inside the County of 
London, was not to be built by Erith unless 
agreed by the L.C.C. and the Borough of Wool- 
wich, and the powers for this section were trans- 
ferred to the L.C.C. by the latter’s Act of 1904. 

The three routes from Erith to North End, 
Northumberland Heath, and Abbey Wood were 
all opened on August 26, 1905, totalling 4.71 
miles. A major work was the substitution of a 
skew bridge for a railway level crossing over a 
main line in Lower Road, but groups of industrial 
sidings crossed the tramway on the level at two 
places nearer the town centre. The four-track 
tram depot was built in Walnut Tree Road, 
almost opposite the Town Hall, and Mr. A. Cove- 
ney, general manager of Ashton-under-Lyne 
Corporation tramways, became the manager at 
Erith. A fleet of i4 four-wheel double-deck trams 
was purchased, with Brush bodies, Mountain and 
Gibson trucks, and Westinghouse electrical equip- 
ment. Of these, seven had open tops and seated 
48; the remainder had covered tops and seated 52. 
There was also a water car with similar truck 
and equipment. Livery was light green and 
cream; after 1917, dark red and cream. 

(To be continued) 












TWO LAKH 


(200,000 to you) 


MILES UNFINISHED. 


and sill going Attong 


. 
— ——S ee | 
= ~~ « 





Mr. S. Gurdial Singh is on the 
right. The ‘Comet’ bus is modestly 
in the background, 





Leyland ‘Comet’ buses are usually earmarked 
for overseas, and a reminder of the stalwart 
work they do comes from the Patiala Bus 
Service (Private) Ltd., who writ 


“This ‘Comet bus has been handled by 
S. Gurdial Singh through out and he has 
created a record of covering two lakh n and 
its engine has not been cleaned f 

So far, so good .. . but according to Leyland 
calculations, it’s good for another lakh or two 
yet before any attention is needed. The 


letter goes on : 


“This S. Gurdial Singh is a Driver with the 


District fame. He has been readering 


(sic) 


meritorious services for the transport and has 
specially selected the Leyland for creating a 
good record which he has done definitely.” 


He couldn't have chosen better! The letter 
ends on a gratifying note : 


‘“*His maintenance and driving has created a 
charm and affection for Leyland among the 
transport operators in Punjab.” 





Thank you, Wr. S Curdial Lingh 
evian MEVER STOPS BULAN ECON OAV RECORDS 
CY 


LEYLAND MOTORS LTD. 


Sales Division: HANOVER HOUSE, HANOVER SQUARE, LONDON, W.1. 


Tel. MAY fair 8562 

























































“Assure me, dearest Matilda, 
it was all an evil dream” 


“Oh villainy most vile !’’ With this wild eldritch 
cry Egbert started from his pillows. Matilda, 
hurrying to his side, pleaded with him to dis- 
close the cause of such piteous perturbation. 
At length, with many a sigh and groan, Eg- 
bert gasped, “Driving upon a dark and lonely 
road, I was of a sudden set upon by footpads 
and thieves who seized me, hurled me viciously 
into the roadway and drove off with joyous 
laughter, mindless of my plight. Even now 
those dastardly wights are reaping the fruits of 

















* The finest quality Derv—BP Derv—is available at Agency sites throughout Britain. 
With a Shell and BP Derv Agency card your drivers can fill up with BP Derv on credit 
or for cash at agency rates. The sign on the right is the sign they should look for. 


my labours, enjoying my engine’s surging 
power as it makes mock of the direst hill, burn- 
ing away my precious fluid!”* Overcome with 
anguish, he could say no more, “Courage, my 
brave Egbert!” Matilda resolutely entreated 
him. “You are here, in your own bed, Egbert. 
You have but dreamt this calamity.” 

Hope battled with despair in Egbert’s face. 
Clutching her hand in his troubled grasp, he 
breathed, “Assure me yet again, dearest 


| Matilda, assure me it was all an evil dream.” 











Move those big loads 
at less cost with 
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|: on the well-proved Commer 7 ton 


chassis the ‘Commer-Unipower’ 10 ton 






trailing axle six-wheeler has bodyspace of 21 
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feet 6 inches and is powered by the remarkably 






economical Rootes diesel engine. The wide use 
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of Commer components in the chassis conver- 





sion facilitates servicing through the country- 






wide Commer Dealer Organisation, and 





whether it be for heavy duty industrial work 





or long-distance haulage the ‘Commer- 





; Unipower’ will give you steady, reliable, 
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A powerful, economical world-proved unit! 











economical! service. 


DIESEL ECONOMY IS REAL ECONOMY 






The Rootes diese! engine is a phenomenal direct- 
injection two-stroke with opposed pistons and 
blower-assisted scavenging. Developing |05 b.h.p. 
and possessing exceptional low-speed pulling power, 
the engine is light and compact with an outstanding 
power-weight ratio, its fuel costs extremely econo- 
mical and its maintenance, simplicity itself. 
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NEWS FROM ALL QUARTERS 





Severn Ferry Going 

The ferry across the Severn at Arley, Worcester 
shire, which has been in existence since the 14th 
century, is to be replaced by a footbridge. The 
ferry, which is maintained by the county council, 
is greatly used and carries about 70,000 passengers 
a year. Two ferrymen give a service from 6 a.m 
to 10.30 p.m 

—=x0<— 

M.o.T. Recognition of Advanced Drivers 

The Minister of Transport is to appoint an officia! 
of Transport to the 


council of the Institute of Advanced Motorists. The 
Institute was formed in 1956 in response to a sug 
gestion made by the then Minister of Transport 
that there should be an honours degree f 
motorists 
<x @ <> 
| Tote System of Handling 
Since the London Midlan Region introduced the 





Traders dealing wit! hina clay 
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funnelling in Quicksand 


‘ " , 
Canadian National Rai 1} 
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a solution t the problem of tunnelling thr g 
quicksand in Montrea First they froze the quicl 
sand by pumping chilled brine down into the sand 
from street level through a series of double-walled 
pipes \ heat exchanger cools the brine to ab 
15 deg. ¥ [This task is in connection with realign 
ment of the curves leading from Mount Royal! 
tunnel to Central Station and associated work 


<—se— 

Clyde Tunnel Approach to Minister 

An approac h is to be made soon to the Secretary 
of State for Scotland by Glasgow Corporation for 
approval in principle for the start of work on the 
second tunnel under the Clyde between Whiteinch 
and Linthouse. Work started on the first tunnel 
in June, 1957. The approaches are being cleared 
and two 90-ft. deep shafts have been driven on the 
south side of the river. A pilot tunnel 12 ft. in 
diameter is now being driven and this first tunnel is 
expected to be completed by 1961. The 
tunnel will lie alongside, but work is not expected 
to start before completion of the first. 

<—O— 

Stafford—Stoke Road Improvement 

The scheme for modernising the Stafford—Stoke 
trunk road (A34) will be advanced a stage further 
when work begins shortly on a 1}-mile section, 
north of the Stone boundary and near the junction 
with the Nantwich road (A51) estimated to cost 
over £196,000. Dual carriageways, already com- 
pleted on four miles of the road, will be extended 
along this further section, each being 24 ft. wide. 
The new section will have an overall width of about 
88 ft., except at Darlaston, where the road will 
divide. Northbound traffic will continue to use the 
old bridge over the Trent, while southbound traffic 
will use a diversion, crossing the river by a new 
two-span bridge 32 ft. wide. 


second 


Glasgow Museum Trams 

Five representative Glasgow tramcars are to be 
preserved at one of the Corporation depots with a 
view to their ultimately being exhibited by the 


museums department. The trams are an early 
horse-drawn vehicle dating from the late 19th 
century, a single-deck ‘‘room-and-kitchen’’ car, a 


1914 car with open staircase and vestibule, the 
standard car as it now appears in service and a 
1937 Coronation tramecar 
<< @ <> 
Canvey Island Approach Road 
Ihe Minister of Transport has made a grant to 


nearly 


incil of 
scheme which will provide 
Island from the Essex mainland 
Estimated to cost about £100,000, the 


ill be built to provide a 24-{t. carriage 


the Essex County Cot £60,000 


towards a road ease! 
access to Canvey 
at Benfleet 
new road y 


r¢ 
and a 5-ft. footway It will by-pass the le 


pen ties ition, passing under the il 
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Withdrawal of West Country Trains 

The passenper train ‘ bet el N 
Abbot and Moretonhampst l 

‘ 4 torr i ' ’ M P, | re 
coats ‘ R R | 











N ton Abbot and Plyn t is ! I t 
ithdrawal of cal stopping services, and t 
( 4 t call t Wr nyat Bittaf Plat 
Ivybridge, Corn od and Plympton 
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Belgian Motorways 
Belgian motor 
of some 585 miles 
complete at an approximate annual rate of 19 miles 
When completed, this network of 
cover a total distanc 
already been built and are in ust 
Ostend, Brussels Antwerp, 
Grobbendonck, the last 
recently inaugurated  stre 
Antwerp—Liege motorway 
tinuing After a year's 
budgetary = difficulties, 
Maastricht motorway 
on the Brussels 


vay projects currently cov 
construction vhich it is hoped to 
motorways will 
103 miles have 
between Brussels 
and Antwerp 
completed and 
tch of the 
on which work is con 
postponement owing to 
vork on the Liege 
has also begun, while work 
Namur motorway began recently 
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e of 688 miles 


being a 
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Better Rail Services to Norwich 

As from March 2, the train between 
Norwich Thorpe and Melton Constable via Cromer, 
which was not altered at the time of other changes 
on the Great Eastern Line on January 5, will be 
revised to fit more into the East Anglian 
interval train service pattern. Retiming of trains 
Melton Constable and Norwich will 
generally improved connections with the service 
Ipswich and London. Co-ordination of road and 
rail services at Melton Constable will provide con 


Service 


closely 


between 


olve 
Q1V 


Ss to 


necting road-rail services for passengers previously 
served by the M. and G.N. line, and there will be 
better connections at Norwich to and from Ely 


the Midlands and the North of England 








Another 137 New Type 4 Diesel-Electric Locomotives 


Crompton Parkinson Ltd. are proud to announce 
that they have been appointed main contractors 
for the supply of 137 power equipments, using 
2500 and 2300 h.p. Sulzer engines, for the new 
Type 4 diesel-electric locomotives being built by 
British Railways as part of the railway modern- 
ization programme. These locomotives have the 
largest output from a single diesel-electric power 
unit of any in service in the British Isles. 

This contract is additional to the work already 
being carried out by Crompton Parkinson in 
supplying the electrics for other power units in 
Types 2, 3 and 4 locomotives. The total orders 


in hand to date cover 259 equipments. 





MAIN CONTRACTORS FOR POWER EQUIPMENTS 


(rompton Parkin 


TELEGRAMS AND CABLES: CROMPARK CHELMSFORD 


CROMPTON PARKINSON LTD., TRACTION DIVISION, CHELMSFORD, ESSEX. TEL: 
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COMMERCIAL AVIATION 
Conway Progress 


MARCH OF THE JETS 


HE Rolls-Royce Conway by-pass turbojet has 
now been approved by the Air Registration 
Board of Great Britain at 18,000 lb. mini 

mum dry thrust for civil operation. Deliveries of 
Conway engines to Boeing and Douglas began in 
October, 1958, for the 707-420 and DCB8 jet air 
liners, at a guaranteed minimum rating of 16,500 
lb. dry thrust which is the rating offered for initial 
Conways in airline service The Air Registration 
Board and the Federal Aviation Agency of the 
United States have already approved this engine 
at 17,000 Ib. dry thrust After an initial period 
of experience Conways in airline service can be 
uprated to 17,500 Ib. guaranteed minimum dry 
thrust by a minor adjustment to the external con 
trol system Production deliveries will then be 
made at this rating [The approval 

the Air Registration Board « 

of civil develoy t 


Riddle Orders Argosies 


Boeing Completes First Qantas 707 


alr 


nad 60 ¢t 


Pan American Transatlantic Flights 

Pan American World Airways will offer twice 
laily jet service between Ne York and London 
beginning on April 26, and 11 jet flights a week 
to Paris beginning on June 1 In addition, the 
daily flight to Paris, which now continues weekly 
to Rome will fly to Rome daily from April 26 
The additional four weekly flights to Paris will 
be routed via sto The summer schedule 
eliminates tourist-class service on Pan American 
transatlantic routes 


New Use for American DC7Bs 

American Airlines has contracted with the 
Douglas Aircraft Company for conversion of 10 
of its fleet of DC7B passenger aeroplanes to air 
freighters. Total cost of the programme will be 
$4,250,000, according to the announcement by 
Mr. C. R. Smith, the airline’s president. Conver 
sion of each of the aircraft is expected to take 
about five months [he entire programme will 
take a little over a year to complete, with the final 
DC7B air freighter scheduled for return to 


American by August, 1960 


T.C.A. Transatlantic Share 

Nearly half the travellers who flew the Atlantic 
eastbound from Canada in 1958 were carried by 
rrans-Canada Air Lines, the airline reported 
recently. It stated that 42.4 per cent of the trans 
atlantic air trafhe from Canada was on T.C.A 
Westbound, the airline carried 36 per cent of the 
traffic from Europe to Canada. Just over 61,000 
people flew by T.C.A. across the Atlantic in 1958 
a 25 per cent increase over 1957. More people flew 
in and out of London than the six other European 
points combined, a total of 36,120, while traffic 
to Shannon showed the largest percentage gain 


Caribou Weight and Capacity Increase 

\fter six months’ intensive test flying with the 
first two aircraft, de Havilland Aircraft of Canada 
has announced changes in the dimensions and 
veight of its new DHC4 Caribou which will im 
prove the payload and carrying capacity vhile 
still retaining the remarkable short take-off and 
landing performance Test pilots have completed 
nearly 400 hours flying « 
and this programme has le: 
make a number of changes which will enhance the 
utility, efficiency and economy of the aircraft 
The gross weight of the Caribou has been in 
creased from 24,000 to 26,000 Ib. which provides 
payload To accommodate better the 
bigger load, the cabin has been lengthened some 
45 in. (114 cm.) to a length of 28 ft. 9 in. (8.5 m 


providing space for another row of passenger! 


n the first t 1ircratt 
] 
l 


to the decision to 


1 greatet 


seats, which increases the total to 30 The cargo 


capacity is similarly increased 


Next Introduction of A.A. 707s 

[he first jet service between New York and San 
Francisco will be introduced by American Airlines 
on March 22 with daily Boeing 707 flights in each 
direction also serving Chicago. Eastbound on the 
coast-to-coast flight, time will be 5 hr. 35 min 
about 2} hr. faster than present schedules. West 
bound, from New York to San Francisco, the time 
will be slightly longer because of prevailing winds 

6 hr. 40 min., or almost three hours faster than 
today’s best time for the route, In both cases, 
there will be about a 30-min. stop at Chicago 
New York—Chicago time will be about 14 hr 
eastbound, 2 hr. westbound and Chicago—San 
Francisco will be 3} hr. eastbound and slightly 
more than 4 hr. westbound. In announcing the 
start of the New York—Chicago—San Francisco 
service, American called attention to the popu- 
larity of the 707 on the New York—Los Angeles 
nonstop service It commenced this run on 
January 25 and over the first 2} weeks the load 
factor was 99.5 per cent. 


Revised Cargo Handling Code 

A 125-page fourth edition of the world airlines 
code for handling special cargoes has just been 
issued by the International Air Transport Associa 
tion with the approval of interested governments 
Regulations in the new edition—some 30 pages 
larger than its predecessor—take effect on March 
15. The revisions bring the I.A.T.A. cargo cod 
up to date on new and revised government rulings 
and include as well regulations on a variety of new 
commodities offered for air transport, refinements 
in the specific packaging requirements for radio 
active materials, and two entirely new sections 
a glossary of commodity terms designed to assist 
identification of particularly technical cargo com 
modities, and a section on handling and loading 
recommendations for restricted articles in aircraft. 
Copies of the code—I.A.T.A. Regulations Relating 
to the Carriage of Restricted Articles—are available 
at $4.00 (U.S.) or equivalent, including revisions 
for 12 months, on application to I.A.T.A. at 1060 
University Street, Montreal 3, P.Q., Canada 


PERMANENT SECRETARY TO 
MINISTRY OF TRANSPORT 














Mr. L. J. DUNNETT, C.B., C.M.G. 


As already announced in MODERN TRANSPORT Mr. Ludovic James 
Dunnett has, with the approval of the Prime Minister, been appointed 
Permanent Secretary to the Ministry of Transport and Civil Aviation in 
succession to Sir Gilmour Jenkins, who is retiring from the public 
service on March 31. Mr. Dunnett, who is 45 years of age, was 
educated at the Edinburgh Academy and University College, Oxford, 
and entered the Civil Service in the Air Ministry in 1936. For seven 
years of his service in the Air Ministry he was private secretary to the 
Permanent Secretary, who for six years of the period was Sir Arthur 
Street. The Air Ministry at that time included in its scope the supervision 
of civil aviation and Mr. Dunnett was concerned with wartime services 
and the formative years of the air corporations. In 1945 he transferred 
to the Ministry of Civil Aviation, being promoted to Assistant Secretary 
in 1946 and Under Secretary in 1948. Here he was concerned with 
overseas civil aviation and while Assistant Secretary acted as head of the 
planning branch which was mostly concerned with overseas services and 
facilities such as grant aid to aerodromes. As Under Secretary he was 
concerned with the air services branch and with international relations, 
including the making of bilateral agreements and negotiations with 
Commonwealth countries. In 1951 Mr. Dunnett was given an appoint- 
ment in the Ministry of Supply as an Under Secretary, where he dealt 
with the aircraft industry. In 1953 he was promoted Deputy Secretary 
and he then dealt with the administration side of guided missiles 
production and electronics, as well as retaining an interest in aircraft 
matters. In the last two years of his service with the Ministry of Supply 
as a Deputy Secretary he was in charge of finance and Ministry of 
Supply establishments. In the autumn of last year he was translated to 
the Ministry of Transport as a Deputy Secretary. He was created C.M.G. 
in 1948 and C.B. in 1957. 


LOCOMOTIVE ENGINEERS 


Annual Luncheon 


SALES OVERSEAS 


HE annual luncheon of the Institution of 
Locomotive Engineers was held on Febru 
ary 27 in London and as usual 

by a very large company, presided over by Mr. R 
Arbuthnott The president WAS SUppx ftedi by 
Messrs. J. S. Tritton, A. Camptx 

Vidal, Sir William A. Stanier, E. S 

Riddles, and W. Cyril W 
D.C. Brown, S. B. Warder, J 


e presidents, together with 


was attended 


The principal guest 
President of the Bx 
in addition seven High 


varcd 


ing Customer countries 


HF 
Federatior 
High ¢ 
Ad 


Help or Handicay 
Fe 
the Board 
mission as a 
locomotives overse 
quite rightly going in 
British Railways Th 
amount of purchasing f 
the balance of payments 

As we could only kee 
maintaining Our export 
port Commission had as stake 
as anyone The B.T. s limited 
engineering works of its own, but the 
wanted opportunity to prove a piece of equi 
at home before it could sell it abroad 

The Board of Trade ensured credit but did no 
provide it; the United States had fund 
with much greater liberty, Here we had a good 
banking machine which did not require a centr 
bank to do the job. Some orders which had gone 
abroad did so because foreign manufacturers wer 
supported by seven or ten years’ credit It had 
been questioned whether we had to follow the 
members who had thus broken the rules. We had 
a greater stake than anyone else in the export 
market as a whole being conducted on reasonable 
credit lines. 


A Case for Credit 

We had made an exception for four-engined 
aircraft because the Export-Import Bank made 
the pace and we had had to match the credit 
given by the U.S. If there were a case for doing 
the same with the locomotive and rolling stock 
industry he would be quite willing to look at it 
but he could not go on to the slippery slope of 
universal credit terms. The Board of Trade had 
the greatest regard for the locomotive industry 
there was a great deal of reconstruction of trans 
port to be done if the money could be found 

In his reply Mr. Arbuthnott said that it was a 
great compliment to the Institution that the 
President of the Board of Trade had referred to 
the importance of its members in the export 
trade. It had a very large and growing over 
seas membership—the Indian centre had five 
branches, for example, The fact that the Journal 
went to over 60 countries showed that the pro 
ceedings were of wide value. It was necessary that 
the railways and manufacturers should work to 
gether. Britain was first in the railway field and 
was still looked up to. It was not only necessary 
to keep up to date but to be in the lead; we felt 
we could do just that 


Room for Optimism 

rhe British locomotive industry had played an 
important part in equipping the railways of the 
world, but today this needed the co-operation of 
British Railways as a proving and demonstration 
ground. Another valuable function was the train 
ing of students for overseas. A university degree 
was not an essential requirement for qualification 
in the Institution Members were vitally con 
cerned in the future of railways which he con 
sidered essential to this or any other industrial 
country. Nevertheless, while road congestion cost 
hundreds of millions there was yet a shortage of 
rail traffic. It was common sense to strike a better 
balance. There was much room for optimism 
with ever increasing population trade and trans 
port must be expanding. Even while he was 
speaking 759 children had been born. The presi 
dent concluded with a tribute to the visits 
committee and to the work of the secretariat, 

Mr. R. ¢ Bond, a past-president, proposing 
‘The Guests,"’ said that their guests might have 
associated the Institution with the steam loco 
motive only. Such a situation was many years 
in the past. Today it dealt with anything on 
rails, from motive power to vehicles. He paid a 
tribute to the hosts whose hospitality the mem- 
bers of the Institution had enjoyed during the 
year and especially on the summer tour to Northern 
Ireland and the Irish Republic. They were 
delighted to have with them a representative of 
Her Majesty’s Government and the highest re 
presentatives of those who bought the products of 
the industry. They came from seven Common 
wealth countries, representing 100,000 miles of 
railway and 20,000 locomotives. They also wel 
comed the Senior Crown Agent, Sir George Seel. 
Another very welcome guest was Sir George 
Nelson, an institution in himself. 


Work of B.T.C. 

The British Transport Commission was helping 
the locomotive industry of this country; there 
was a new spirit under Sir Brian Robertson and a 
joint technical committee between manufacturers 
and themselves from which they hoped for results. 
The B.T.C. intended that the remodernised rail 
way system should be a model to the world. _ 

Replying, Sir George Seel mentioned that it was 
his last public utterance before his retirement 
The Crown Agents dated from 1833 and so had 
a comparable period of useful public service with 
the railways. In the past few years the locomotive 
engineers had been adapting themselves to new 
conditions and in the same way the Crown Agents 
had adapted themselves and indeed had to satisfy 
their customers in the same way as any other 
industry. He looked forward to the Jubilee of 
the Institution of Locomotive Engineers in 1961 

Mr. R. A. Smeddle, president-elect of the Insti- 
tution of Locomotive Rugincere, was then intro 
duced by the president and replied briefly 














With an end in view... ... about tanks 


When industry enquires about the supply of road 
tanks, transportable tanks and storage tanks, more 
often than not they enquire of Darham. 


Technical Advisory Service 

Darham are known for the dependability in 
constructing tanks for the transporting or storage of 
liquids and powders, Much of the success of « Darham 
tank can be attributed to the Technical Advisory 
Service of Designers and Engineers, who study every 
individual requirement 






















Solving the Problems 

They apply their knowledge and skill to the problems 
of achieving the maximum payload possible, 

capacity, weight distribution, types of lining, insulation, 
loading and discharging techniques. The result? 





The finest tank that man can conceive. 


DARHAM build fine tanks in Mild Steel 
(suitably lined if necessary), 
Stainless Steel and Aluminium. 


DARHAM INDUSTRIES (LONDON) LIMITED 
17 Surrey Street, Strand, London, W.C.2. COVent Garden 0556 


WORKS: BASILDON, ESSEX AND DURHAM CITY 
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THE BP RESEARCH STATION 






ENGINEER SAYS— 






**Advances in engine design over the 








past few years have made the development 
of greatly improved lubricants a 

matter of vital concern to the 

vehicle operator. Suitable and unsuitable 
oils may LOOK alike but it is 


PERFORMANCE which really matters. 








BP Energol motor oils are unexcelled 

in providing complete engine protection 
against the higher operating temperatures, loading 
and speeds of the modern 


internal combustion engine.” 


ENERGOL 


THE SUPER OIL 


BP Energol is a product of The British Petroleum Co. Ltd. 


Distribued ty THE POWER PETROLEUM CO. LTD. 


fice: 76/86 STRAND 








LONDON W.C.2 


Branches and Depots throughout the country 
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MACKANESS VERTISWING 
LOADER 


Improved Version 


-* improved version of the Mackaness 5-cwt. 
Vertiswing tail-loader, enabling an operator 
to rapidly load or unload open containers 
on a lorry without spilling, has been introduced 
by Service Engineering (Northampton), Limited, 
Northampton. The new hydraulically operated 
attachment is fitted with auxiliary stay members 
that provide a parallel linkage motion and ensure a 
stable lift at all times, irrespective of the balance 
of the load. This feature will be found particularly 
useful where fragile materials such as acid carboys 
are concerned ; 
The new Vertiswing is designed to be carried on 
a lorry for immediate use The lifting platform 












The latest Mackaness tail-loader has a 
parallel link motion to preserve horizontal 
stability in the load platform 


measures 2 ft. 1 in. by 2 ft. 6 in. long (a 4-ft. wide 
platform can be supplied to order). The complete 
assembly is raised by a hydraulic ram system com- 
prising a power take-off and pump unit, oil tank 
and ram assembly, interconnected by special rubber 
hose. Hydraulic oil is supplied at pressures up to 
600 p.s.i. direct from the pump unit to a two-way 
operating valve, which is controlled by a manually 
operated lever fitted to the lifting platform. Power 
take-offs are available to fit all commercial vehicles, 
normal engine idling speeds being all that are neces- 
sary to operate the lifting mechanism. The entire 
unit can be quickly transferred from one vehicle to 
another, and is readily interchangeable with other 
Mackaness lifting attachments. 

The complete Vertiswing assembly is priced at 
£110 ex works (extra for articulated or l.w.b. 
vehicles and trailers). The equipment carries a six 
months’ written guarantee, delivery being ex stock. 





* 
NEW FORD FILMS 


Original Treatment 





ws films produced for the Ford film library 

include two of outstanding originality. 
Made by World Wide Pictures, Bandwagon 
is an exciting way of showing off the good points 
of the Ford range of 10-12 cwt. and 15-cwt. vans 





Scenes from new Ford films: The ease of side loading 

in the Thames 10 to 12 and 15 cwt. van range illustrated 

in “Bandwagon” and, below, an X-ray ‘ect used in 

the cartoon explaining the internal combustion engine, 

with two zany little men using matches for a sparking 
plug and operating the valves by hand 


The 12-seat vehicle is used and picks up the 
members of the Cy Laurie jazz band, using all the 
door facilities, and demonstrating also ease of 
manoeuvre, the wheel change and even how a 
damaged side panel can be exchanged in the 
minimum of time. The Hellzapoppin atmosphere 
helps drive home the message. ; 

Industrial Animation Films is responsible for a 
cartoon, The Story of the Motor Car Engine, 
illustrating the operation of the internal com 
bustion engine in a witty manner. The message is 
repetitive and designed for absorption by children 
of all ages, apprentices and others. Both these films 
run for 9} min. and are in colour. The Ford Motor 
Co., Limited, has also just made a 24-min. colour 
film of a more conventional type, Journey for 
Marianne, showing off British scenery and how a 
Canadian girl sees it through the windscreen of a 





Ford Anglia and a Prefect. 
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LONGMOOR MILITARY 
RAILWAY 





A Unique Training Establishment 





1—ORIGIN AND 


RITING in 1784, the English naturalist 
Gilbert White described Woolmer Forest as 

a hungry, barren, sandy waste. . This, 
together with its strategic position between fondon 
and Portsmouth, explains why at a later date it 
became an important centre of military activities. 
There camps at Bordon and Longmoor 
before the turn of the present century, and it was 
this factor which led to the construction of the 
Longmoor Military Railway and the eventual 
establishment of Longmoor as the Transportation 


Centre 


were 


Royal Engineers 


Origins 

Longmoor 
end o! the 
53rd Railway Com 


The earliest railway activities at 


began in a curious way soon alter the 


South African War 
70 BENTLEY 


when the 


EXCHANGE SIDINGS 
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WEAVERS DOWN 
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SCALE 0 4 | MILE 


DEPOTS, SIDINGS ETC. * 
LMR RUNNING LINES 


Layout of Longmoor Military Railway 


pany was given the job of removing 68 corrugated 
iron huts from Longmoor to Bordon, a distance of 
five miles. To save the cost of dismantling and 
re-erection, the huts were moved bodily on two 
1 ft. 6 in. gauge tramway tracks set 24 ft. apart 
and laid through the forest. After this successful 
venture the 53rd remained at Longmoor, where it 
was shortly joined by the 8th and 10th Railway 
Companies which had recently returned from South 
Africa. 

It was then decided to build a standard-gauge 
military railway from a railhead at Bordon, con- 
necting with the terminus of the London and 
South Western Railway’s branch line from 
Bentley, to Longmoor Camp. Work commenced in 
1905, and to facilitate the transport of working 
parties from Longmoor the existing 1 ft. 6 in. 
gauge lines were regraded with a single track and 
equipped with three 0-4-2 tank engines. 


A Level Crossing 
At that time the line crossed the Farnham and 
Petersfield road on the level at Whitehill, but 
when the standard-gauge line crossing was 
requested permission was refused. As a result of 
this the line between Whitehill and Longmoor was 


RARKONLUA TAAL Pag 


f all 


DEVELOPMENT 


which could be demolished 
interference with the main line. This led to a 
bridging site at Hollywater, and now forms a part 
of the Hollywater Loop; this was put in at a later 
date to provide experience with continuous running 
and footplate manning over long periods 
hours. 


and relaid without 


I several 


Between the Wars 
the close of the 1914-18 w 
railway ope a matter 


After 
cance of 
import was fully 
rehabilitation and 
undertaken from 1920 onwards 
} lies 


‘rating as 
recognised 
im proveme 
tools 


machine 


On the operating side line was fully sig 
nalled with various types of apparatus, and a new 
signalling school building, with a very fine model 
training railway which occupies the entire first 
floor, was built in 1934. The extension 3} miles 
southwards from Longmoor to Liss was begun in 
1930 and completed in 1933, with an intermediate 
halt at Liss Forest. The connection with the 
Southern Railway and the exchange sidings date 
from 1942 

Figures for 1933 shew that at that time the 
railway was operated by a peacetime establishment 
of 22 officers and 385 other ranks, whilst the 
Supplementary Reserve consisted of 54 officers and 
2,862 Category A and C other ranks distributed 
between four companies. Thus in 1939 the Trans 
portation troops available for active service num 
bered about 4,000—a figure which hardly suggested 
that within the next few years no fewer than 6,960 
officers and 131,000 men would pass through the 
camp for training, or as drafts and reinforcements. 


The Recent War 

In addition to its training activities Longmoor 
became an important Transportation Stores Depot 
Beginning in 1942 with a staff of 154 and 1,500 
tons of stores, this grew by D-Day in 1944 to an 
establishment with nine sub-depots occupying an 
area of 150 acres, and a staff of 1,500 holding 
170,000 tons of stores. This involved a consider- 
able increase in the size of the L.M.R. and its 
traffic. The operated track mileage rose from 18 
(in 1939) to 70, and the Hollywater Loop, with 
facilities for continuous running over a six-mile 
circuit, was completed in 1942. 

At times there were 27 engines in steam, and 
altogether the engine-miles run during the war 
years totalled 1}? million. In the same period 
6} million passengers were carried, and in 1944, 
which was the busiest year, 602,000 tons of freight 
were exchanged with the Southern Railway at 
Bordon and Liss. To cope with this vastly increased 
traffic, the workshops and motive power depots 
were further extended, new signalboxes (including 
the up-to-date 54-lever box at Longmoor Downs) 
were built, and a variety of additions and improve 
ments to the existing track layout were made. Due 
to the continually fluctuating demands to which 
the railway is subject, some of these have now 
been swept away, whilst others, such as the 
extensive exchange sidings and connection with the 
British Railways at Liss, remain today as a rather 
forlorn reminder of their former usefulness. 

With the return to peacetime conditions, much 
of the activity which characterised the railway 


The 54-lever box at Longmoor Downs with 2-8-0 No. 400 on train for Liss; Wickham railcar 
at Bordon exchange sidings; below, the bridging site; and, right, the former London and 
North Western inspection saloon on the Longmoor Military Railway 


constructed ‘on a dual gauge to enable the through 
traffic to be ferried over the main road with the 
rr to the standard gauge on the Bordon 
side. y this expedient the line reached Long- 
moor in 1907 and was linked with the engine shed 
and workshops which had already been con- 
structed. Through standard-gauge working was 
effected in 1908-09 by the provision of a tempo- 
rary level crossing on a better alignment; but the 
final solution was to take the railway under the 
road by means of approach cuttings—a consider- 
able work which was nevertheless carried out 
entirely by the three Longmoor companies. 


Change of Title 

Although originally known as the Longmoor 
Military Railway, this title was changed in 1906 
to the Woolmer Instructional Military Railway to 
emphasise that its primary purpose was training. 
Finally the original title was resumed in 1935. 
During the 1914-18 war, Longmoor became the 
depot and training establishment for all railway 
troops, including the newly formed Railway 
Operating Division. 

The facilities were greatly extended with working 
lines totalling well over a hundred miles, and 
included an instructional branch from Whitehill 


during the war years has disappeared. There is 
still traffic amounting to about 200 tons a day in 
connection with the big supply depots, and an 
incoming and outgoing freight each day over the 
B.R. Bordon branch is sufficient to cope with this. 
This branch. is the supply line for almost all 
through traffic between the L.M.R. and British 
Railways. The Liss connection is seldom used, as 
to do so would cause some interference with the 
intensive electric services on the Portsmouth main 
line. 
Peacetime Training 

With this general decline in depot traffic the 
L.M.R. may now be considered as returned to 
normal—that is, to its regular peacetime training 
activities which are administered from Longmoor 
by the Headquarters of the Transportation Centre, 
Royal Engineers. The camp, which has now 
assumed the proportions of a small town, also 
houses the Army Movement Control School, and 
the headquarters of training in port operation and 
inland water transport, whose principal depot is at 
Marchwood on Southampton Water. In addition 
it is the headquarters of the Army Emergency 
Reserve (Transportation and Movement Control) 
which trains here during the summer months. 

(To be continued) 
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METSEC 
LIGHTWEIGHT 


ALL-METAL FRAMINGS 


From Belfast to Bombay, in fact, to all 
corners of the world, flow the Lightweight 
All-metal Framings manufactured by 
Metal Sections, Ltd. Designed to indi- 
vidual requirements, they are supplied 
fully fabricated, and ready for speedy 
assembly and finishing. 


MEotal Sections XI.tada 
OLDBURY - BIRMINGHAM 


BROadwell 1541 ©. 


Telephone: 


SM/MS 3067 








ANOTHER RECORD 


Mr. E. R. Lewis (Chairman) at the Annual General 
Meeting of The Decca Record Company Limited: 


Balance from Trading Account for the year to 3lst March, 1958, 
amounted to £2,952,539, an increase over the previous year of £563,171. 
The net profit amounted to £930,984, an increase of 60 per cent. 

Consolidated turnover at £20,950,000 was £3,900,000 greater, having 
increased by twenty times since 1946. 

Exports reached the record total of £5,320,000 including £1,350,000 
to the U.S.A. and Canada. 

Production and sale of records were greater than in any previous 
period, the company maintaining its share in total industry production. 

Decca Radar had a good year and Decca Navigator a record one for 

Radar and 


new hirings. Navigational Aids 


CURRENT YEAR 

Despite somewhat lower sales in the record industry the Company had managed to 
keep its sales slightly ahead of those of the previous year. 

The radio and television department had made further progress. 

The last eleven months had been a period of exceptional achievement in the Navigator 
business. Hiring contracts and sales of receivers now totalled over 5,500, having almust 
doubled over the last four years. 

Radar business continued to progress. To date over 8,000 Decca marine radars had 
been sold and hired representing nearly 50 per cent of radar-fitted ships. 

Results for the current year should again be very satisfactory and the Company could 
look forward to continued progress in the varied 
fields in which they were engaged. 

The Report was adopted and the total dividend of 
2/- for the year approved. 


DECCR 


ALBERT EMBANKMENT - 


Stereograms and T.V. 


DECCA HOUSE - LONDON, S.E.11 








ONE OF TWENTY 


1250 HP AIA-AIA DIESEL 


ELECTRIC LOCOMOTIVES 
built by BRUSH TRACTION LTD 


to the order of the British Transport 
Commission, for use on 
the Eastern Region 
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ROLLER BEARING 


Typical example of the Hoffmann Roller Bearing 
Axlebox 


AXLEBOXES 


are in the picture 


it is admittedly difficult to trace them in 
the deep shadows of the underframes, but 
they are there on all six axles, whilst 
completely hidden from view, are the 
roller bearing axle suspension sleeves of 


THE HOFFMANN MANUFACTURING CO. LTD., CHELMSFORD, 


the traction motors. Both are in the 
limelight of railway glory, for their ex- 
treme reliability, negligible upkeep 
costs and long life; they are in fact, 
almost wearless. 
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ROAD VEHICLE INDUSTRY 





Mobile Heating Showroom 





) is order to give dealer demonstrations of oil 
heating equipment throughout Britain, the 
Valor Co., Limited, has put in service a mobile 


showroom based on a Karrier Bantam 10 ft. 2 in 
wheelbase chassis. The vehicle is equipped with a 


special Luton type light alloy body constructed by 
Wilsdon and Co 
| bod 


| 
| 
| 


, Limited, Solihull. Entry to the 
means of double hinged doors 


and rear, folding steps being 
P 


interior is by 

at the front nearsice 
fitted for easy access The design of the 
the nearside front doors is such that 
down position, the vehicle cannot be 
demonstration 
raised platform running along the 


includes 


steps for 
when in the 
started 
equipment, which is carried 
otiside 
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Seat running ; 1 I 
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1 built-in charging unit is incorporates 


plugged into the mains. If mains suppl; 
vailabl the batteries can be 
the aid of a pets 


vehicle 


rating set carrie 


[ seful Parts Lists Available 


ECENTLY Pilot Works, Limited, commis 
sioned a number of illustrated parts lists 
and servicing instructions for the benefit of 

its many customers. It has now been decided that 
these lists would be of considerable value to all 
known and unknown users of Pilot tipping gear 
They are now available free of charge from Pilot 
Works, Limited, Manchester Road, Bolton 


Repairs to Plastics Coachwork 


EW service announced by the Automobile 
Plastics Co., Limited, of 62-64 High Street, 
Barnet, Herts, is the repair of glass 

reinforced plastics coachwork for the trade and 
public The company already carried out a 
number of these repairs and is convinced that most 
of the damage likely to be caused to glass-fibre 
laminations can be repaired quite quickly, cheaply 
and satisfactorily, without in any way weakening 
the structure 


has 


Simms Extends Manchester Branch 


| dete sshyi alterations which have recently 
4 taken place at the Manchester branch of 
Simms Motor Units, Limited, are now com 
giving this company a most up-to-date diesel 


ple te, 
The repair shops are 


and electrical repair depot. 


fitted with the latest test equipment, while th: 
improved office accommodation, large garage and 
general amenities all augment the efficiency of the 
organisation. Two more of the 18 Simms branches 
throughout the country are being completely 
rebuilt and it is hoped to announce their official 
opening later this year 


. 7 . 
Components for Nigerian Trade Centre 
i | EAVY vehicle components which have formed 
part of exhibition displays in Britain and on 

the Continent have been presented by Guy 
Limited of Wolk, 


J 
erhampton to the 
entre in Kano, where 
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assessing maintenance 
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of machine fork-lift trucks 


equipment of all kinds can help 


rument registers the tru ype 


itiiisation fa tools 


und production 
in working out the most effective methods of dail 
operation Apart from being completely sealed 
against ingress of water and dust, the instrument 
movement is electrically insulated from the case 
and, therefore, the case does not provide a con 
nection to earth as on earlier models. Elapsed time 
easily be read in and minutes to the 
nearest 15 sec., and timing accuracy is better than 
15 sec. in 24 hr 

The basic timing mechanism remains the same, 
but improvements have been made in general con 
struction. As an example, the drive between the 
centre shaft and the hour counters was previously 
by means of a 1:1 reduction gear, causing unneces- 
sary friction and loss of energy. Now the drive is 
taken from the centre shaft to the hour counters, 
and the latter are located just above the left centre 
of the instrument dial instead of at the base. To 
meet the demand for an hour meter suitable for use 
on agricultural and industrial tractors, a special 
version is available. The principal difference be 
tween the traction hour meter and the standard 
type of improved elapsed time indicator is that the 
inertia in the balance assembly an overrun 
of about 7 sec. when the current supply is inter 
rupted. This does not affect the time indicated 
is there is insufficient torque to drive the hour 
counters when current is switched off \ direct 
hour reading is taken off the hour counters and a 
rotating device is provided to show when the meter 
is functioning. 
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A train 

















300 miles long 


In the last eight years, Pressed Steel have produced enough 
railway rolling stock to make a train over 300 miles long. 
Rolling stock of all types, for all gauges, at home and overseas. 
You see some of these wagons and carriages opposite. 


Clearly, Pressed Steel have enormous productivity. Their record shows it. 



































But what the figures do not show is the store of experience built up by our 
designers and engineers over the last 300 miles of rolling stock. At Pressed 
Steel we use this experience to make sure that each wagon we produce is a 
sound engineering job, that it is produced as economically as possible, and 
in an absolute minimum of time. And we use this experience in intensive 


research, which will enable us to play our part in developing new and better 


carriages and wagons in the future. 


PRESSED STEEI 


COMPANY LIMITED 


RAILWAY DIVISION, PAISLEY, SCOTLAND 





London Office: RAILWAY DIVISION, 
47 VICTORIA STREET, LONDON, S.W,! 


Head Office: COWLEY, OXFORD. 


Manufacturers also of motor car bodies, 
Prestcold refrigeration equipment and 
pressings of al! kinds. 
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Broad-gauge Covered Wagon type C.R., as used by Indian Railways. 
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UNDERGROUND STATION 
RECONSTRUCTED 


Notting Hill Gate Goes Sub-Surface 


CENTRAL-CIRCLE LINE INTERCHANGE 


EPRESENTING the largest station reconstruc 
tion undertaken by London Transport since 
the war, the new Notting Hill Gate 

the Central and Circle Lines, was brought into usé 
on Sunday, March 1. Only relatively minor work 
remains to be done ! 


serving 


notably driving of a third and 
final escalator shaft to serve the Central Line east 
bound platform and the pedestrian subway and 
lavatories beneath Notting Hill Gate Built 
cost of {1 million, the new sub-surface station links 
the two lines ] 
gives 

bwav at a lower 
Underground passengers 
to the ther every year have la 
f Notting Hill Gate 
The main parts tl 


rvice compr 


main road 


This view at the head of the top flight of 

Central Line escalators at Notting Hill Gate 

reveals the curved plastics roof treatment, 

while the asbestos panels and lighting 

recesses in the booking hall ceiling are also 
visible 


ment entrances on the south side of Notting Hill 
Gate, an interchange subway between the two lines, 
the two main flights of escalators, and fixed Stairs 
to the eastbound Central Line platform. The third 
and lowest flight of escalators already referred to 
will be brought into use in the late summer of 1960 
The pavement entrances on the north side of 
Notting Hill Gate and the public subway beneath 
the road will come into use at the end of 1959 
From Sunday passengers have been using the new 
ticket hall to reach either the Circle or Central 
Lines and are able to interchange between the two 
lines without coming up to street level. Demolition 
of the Central Line surface station building can now 
commence. Under a London County Council plan, 
the road at this point is being widened to 60 ft., 
and the station rebuilding scheme is being carried 
out in association with the L.C.C. work 


Entrances to be in Frontages 

The new ticket hall lies partly under the widened 
road and partly inside the new building line. Pas 
reach it from the street by four stairways 
two on each side of Notting Hill Gate 
entrances have temporary coverings at present, but 
will eventually be incorporated into the frontages 
of the new buildings to be 


sengers 


These 


tunnel are seen in the escalat 
been masked with decorative 
The booking hall has mass c« 
thick and a similar floor 3 ft 
floor acting as struts to the 
the roof under the mad is of 
m with concrete filling betwe 
to carry the heaviest 
part of the 


sritish 


Idings 


ign 


ib 


Engineering Features 


tty) ; 


it s ; 
Line tracks which are 
in Notting Hill Gate 
the construction of the ticket hall his was only 
made possible by demolishing the upper part of th 
er the railway tracks. To permit this 
to be done without interference to rail traffic a 
shield on steel ribs had to be erected within the 
arch. This shield required careful design because 
of the small amount of room available in the tunnel 
\ main 5-ft 
the site of the middle escalator tunnel was diverted 
before the war, but under the original part of the 
roadway of Notting Hill Gate were six water mains 
of 30-36 in. diameter and three gas mains, two of 
14 in. and one of 24 in 
number of smaller pipes and G.P.O. and electricity 
cables. These had to be diverted and realigned to 
allow the new subway to pass beneath them and 
the roof of the subway had to be carefully designed 
to keep the possible Special 
measures had to be adopted to avoid damage to 
existing tunnels. The tunnel for the middle flight 
of escalators close to the Central Line 
tunnels, approaching as near as 4 ft. in two places 
Additional timbering was employed at the working 
face and continuous working in three 8-hr. shifts 
: is adopted in this escalator tunnel 


brick arch ov 


brick sewer which passed through 


diameter, as well as a 


pipes as low as 


passes 


Plastics Roof Lining 

The design of interior finishings is a complete 
departure from previous Underground station prac 
tice and special precautions have been taken to 
prevent water seepage through ceilings and 
The materials are chosen to give a contemporary 
look as well as to avoid expensive maintenance and 
walls are finished in high gloss tiles of contrasting 
shades. Ceilings to escalator and landing tunnels 
are of Flexine curved plastics sheets with 
aluminium cover strips. These plastic sheets are 
self-coloured and vary at different levels in a 
mottled pattern of three shades, grey, pink or 
yellow. Flat ceilings are of 2 ft. square white 
asbestos V-jointed boards into which the fluorescent 
light fittings are behind ‘‘egg-crate 
grilles. Floors are finished with 12 in, by 12 in 
concrete tiles of buff and green 

The curved ticket office front is faced with a 
green and blue patterned 
counter level with reeded 
framing above Behind the 
rooms, including an office for the stationmaster 
Barriers in the ticket hall are in aluminium and 
the ticket collectors’ boxes are of aluminium fram 


walls 


recesse¢ ] 


sheet below 
glass in aluminium 
ticket office are staff 


plastics 





erected From the ticket hall 
there is direct access by stairways 
to the Circle Line and by two 
flights of escalators to the 
bound Central Line \ 
stairway leads from the level of 
the westbound Central Line down 
to the eastbound Central Line 
which is about 16 ft. lower, owing 
to the need in 1900 to retain the 
tunnels within the width of the 
street above. The third escalator 
shaft replacing this temporary 
staircase will cut through a 
former lift shaft. From a middle 
landing between the two upper 
flights of escalators an _ inter- 
change subway 200 ft. in length 
runs to two stairways giving ac 
cess to the Circle Line platforms 

The two escalators of the top 
flight are operated by 40-48 h.p 
electric motors by Laurence Scott 
and Electromotors, Limited, and 


west 


short 





EXISTING CIRCLE LINE 
PLATFORMS ~ 


STAIRS DOWN TO NEW SUBWAY. 
& INTERCHANGE PASSAGE 


Le 








run at a fixed speed of 120 ft. per 
min. The down escalator of the 
middle flight is operated by a 
similar motor and also runs at a fixed speed of 
120 ft. per min. but the up escalator, operated by a 
Lancashire Dynamo motor of 40-20 h.p., is fitted 
with speed-ray control which allows it to run at an 
idling speed of 60 ft. per min. when not in use by 
passengers. As soon as a passenger steps on, it 
automatically accelerates to 120 ft. per min. Both 
the machines in the lowest flight will be fitted with 
speed-ray control. They will be driven by 20-10 h.p 
Lancashire Dynamo motors. All the escalators 
at this station will have satin finish aluminium 
panelling and will be the first machines on the 
system to be panelled in this way 


Tunnel Ventilation 

Use will be made of the two lift shafts no longer 
required to the Central Line platforms for ventila 
tion, which will be carried out by a pressure system 
to be operated by a fan in the disused stair shaft 
and a draught relief fairway via the lift shaft. The 
pressure system entails the construction of two 
tunnels connecting the lift shaft to the eastbound 
and westbound Central Line tunnels. These tunnels 
will be 240 ft. and 170 ft. in length respectively 
A construction access tunnel linking two sections 
of the middle landing has also been retained as part 
of the pressure relief system. The openings to this 


Layout of the rebuilt Notting Hill Gate Station 


ing with panels of plastics sheet and glass in 
harmony with the ticket office front. The ticket 
hall contains a bookstall, tobacco kiosk and public 
telephone booths. 

The civil engineering work is being carried out to 
the requirements of Mr. C. E. Dunton, chief civil 
engineer, and the architectural work to the require 
ments of Mr. .Thomas Bilbow, architect, London 
Transport. The consulting engineers are Messrs 
Mott, Hay and Anderson and the civil engineering 
contract is in the hands of Balfour Beatty and Co., 
Limited. The building and finishing contract is 
being carried out by L. and W. Whitehead, 
Limited. The escalator equipment is being sup 
plied to the requirements of Mr. A. W. Manser, 
chief mechanical engineer (railways), London 
Iransport, by the Otis Elevator Co., Limited 

The total cost of the scheme, the {£1 million 
already referred to, tiling of the 
passages leading to and the platform head 
walls of the Circle Line station. It is proposed 
also to retile the platform walls of the Central Line 
station at a later date 

a — 

From March 14 the head office address of Thos 
Parsons and Sons, Limited, will be Church Road, 
Mitcham, Surrey (telephone, MITcham 4444) 


covers also the 





FOR BRITAIN’S NEW MOTOR ROADS 


| keeping with the advanced techniques 

employed in the vast Road Develop- 
ments now taking place all over Britain, 
the new Bedford 7 ton Dumper fitted with 
Pilot Standard U10D Tipping Gear fits 
right in the picture. 


All-Electric Welded Heavy Duty Steel Bod- 
ies of approximately 6 cub. yds. capacity, 
Cab operated Tipping Gear with a Tipping 
Angle of 55° and a low initial cost makes 
this the perfect investment for the exacting 
requirements of a Middle Range Dumper. 
Tax free on or off the road. 


Bodywork to Standard or Individual requirements can be supplied in Alloy, Steel or Wood 


PILOT WORKS LTD., 
Manchester Road, Bolton. 
Tel: Bolton 5545/7 


Hydraulic 
Tipping Gear 


PILOT 





LONDON OFTICE: 


3 Southampton Place, W.C.! 


Tel: CHAncery 5130 











Photos before and after resignalling, 
taken at Cowlairs by courtesy of British 
Railways, Scottish Region 


Whenever you 
turn over to 
power signalling 


you will want to be sure of your equip- 
ment, and that is where 


has the advantage of very long 
experience in the design and pro- 
duction of power signalling apparatus 
as well as unequalled practical know- 
ledge gained in the preparation and 
installation of schemes, large and small, 
which are giving reliable service all 
over the world. 


+ WESTINGHOUSE] 


SIGNALLING 





keeps trains moving 


Westinghouse Brake and Signal Co. Ltd., 82 York Way, London, N.1 


Associated in India with 
Saxby & Farmer (indica) Private Ltd., Calcutta 


Associated in Australia with 
McKenzie & Holland (Australia) Pty., Ltd., Melbourne 


Associated in South Africa with Westinghouse Brake & Signal Co. $.A. (Pty.) Ltd., Johannesburg 


Agents :—Bellamy & Lambie, Johannesburg 








HALF-A-CENTURY OF POWER SIGNALLING 








by 
Whi 


Our 100 years presswork 
experience has enabled us 
to produce a clip with all 
the tenacity of the Bulldog. 


immediate delivery of all 
Standard sizes from stock. 


Semple and price list from Dept. MD 











SILVER ROADWAYS LTD. 


Reliable Trunk Services to all Parts 


CARDIFF 


10 Dumfries Place 
CARDIFF 21631 


SWANSEA 


Exchange Buildings 
SWANSEA 54171/5 


GLASGOW 
12 Dixon Street, C.2 
CITY 3381 


LIVERPOOL 
11 Old Hall Street, Liverpool, 3 
CENTRAL 6386 


NOTTINGHAM 


Pavilion Buliding, Pavilion Road 


BRISTOL 
8 The Grove, Bristo! 1 
BRISTOL 22315 


323 High St.. West Bromwich, 
Staffs. 
WEST BROMWICH 2801 


Y TAVISTOCK 


Morta Works, Lianelly Harford Bridge West Bridgford 
LLANELLY 4302 TAVISTOCK 2374 NOTTINGHAM 63481 


LONDON 22-24 Bermondsey Wall West, S.£.16 B8ERmondeey 4533 
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 





SOUTH AFRICAN AGENCY 
Qours AFRICAN AGENCY required 
h agents in Johannesburg wish to represent large | 
Automobile Electrical Manufacturers as sole agents and dis 
tributors for South Africa. Servicing undertaken. Experienced 
Government and Municipal contracts. Reply Alex. Cruickshank 
Pty.), Limited, P.O. Box 8852, Johannesburg, South Africa 


PUBLICATION 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS should be 
addressed to THE MANAGER, Classified Adver- 
tisements, MODERN TRANSPORT, Russell 
Court, 3-16 Woburn Place, London, W.C.1. 


Large distributors and 





ACCEPTANCE,— Advertisements can be accepted up 
to 2.30 p.m. on Monday to ensure insertion in the 
current week's issue. MODERN TRANSPORT is 
on Sale every Friday. 


1 haar stab poe CENTURY RAILWAY CARRIAGES by 
4 C. Hamilton Ellis Profusely illustrated —obtainable 
from the publishers.—Mopgrn Transport Publishing Co., 
Limited, 3-16 Woburn Place, London, W.C.1. Price 22s. includ 


ing postage. 
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The Flying Tigers 





(Continued from page 3) 


bankrupt the air freight lines even before the Board 
could rule on the certificate applications, imposed 
a floor under the rates—setting minimum rates 
which no certificated carrier dare undercut. This 
was followed, a year later, by the decision awarding 
the certificates, again despite massed opposition of 
the passenger lines—-the first freight certificates 
awarded by the C.A.B. since the Civil Aeronautics 
Act became law in 1938. The occasion marked the 
recognition of an entirely new transport field, and 
it is significant that out of the four freight airlines 
given certification in 1949 only the Flying Tiger 
Line still provides the same type of service 

Extent of Activities 
airline moved rapidly to 

Within a year 


the 


ments ol! 
bet { 
America, 


ement ot 


placed rsons h been undertaken 
Europe and the United tes, South 
Australia and the } One mov 
Yemenites to Israelinvol\ than 35,000 people 
For several years thou farm labourers 
have been transported from Mexico and Puerto 
Rico to the United States, and more thousands of 
illegal immigrants flown back to Mexico. The 
carriage of tourists, teachers, students, church and 
employee groups to Europe on holidays or cultural 
visits has also grown into a major operation, under 
the terms of which qualifying groups charter an 
entire plane. In the summer of 1957 the seasonal 
total of such persons to Europe alone amounted to 
16,000, and the gross revenues from the business 
ran into millions of dollars. In the fiscal year ended 
last. June, 103,459 passengers and 5,262 tons of 
cargo were carried across the Atlantic and Pacific. 


Fleet 

Throughout its relatively short life, the airline 
has been constantly alert to the continuing need 
for more and better equipment. The line was among 
the first to four-engined equipment, so that 
it could carry more, cheaper and faster. It 
pioneered the development of fast transcontinental 
services when it acquired a fleet of Douglas DC6A 
aircraft, and then, in 1957, moved ahead of all 
competition by switching over to the even bigger, 
faster Lockheed Super-H Constellations. These are 
now operated exclusively within the United States 
by the Flying Tiger Line, which brought 12 of them 
at a cost of $28,000,000. With this class of aircraft 


ed mor 
sands of 


uS¢ 


the company is able to fly 214 tons at 331 m.p.h. 
The total fleet today comprises 14 1049H Super 
Constellations and six Curtis Commando C46 
freighters, but within the next two years the com- 
pany expects to re-equip completely. 

So, only a decade or so after its founding at the 
end of the 1939-45 war, the Flying Tiger Line has 
achieved the position of world’s largest freight and 
contract air carrier. Its business volume, a mere 
$500,000 in 1946, is now nearing the $40 million 
mark. Common carriage air freight traffic in 
October of last year alone amounted to $1,227,000, 
or almost as much as in the first complete year 
of certificated operations 

In 1949 the principal sources of traffi 
} r r na fr 


| the year round from the west coast 


Manifest System 
find better meth 
unced manifes 


parts the 


: pe a in 1c\ 
moment a {| 
transmitted, | 
SeTVICce to every n on the route ‘his> co 
ith radio-c« 
both door-to 
the exact location I 
during the flight he ait 
however, been beset with difficulties from the start 
It is not only the newest field of goods movement 
it is also the highest-priced. It has required a 
tremendous amount of public education which is 
yet far from complete. At the same time the com- 
petition has been most keen. Such factors in Feb- 
ruary, 1958, forced the withdrawal of the airline’s 
scheduled all-freight competitor, Slick Airways. 
Yet, despite the general business slump earlier this 
year, May saw the Tigers’ freight business turned 
into a profitable operation. 

A factor which will have a considerable effect 
on the company’s future is the Congressional 
approval, last August, of the 1959 Military Appro- 
priations Bill, which earmarked $80 million to be 
spent by the Military Air Transport Service only 
for commercial transportation. M.A.T.S. is the 
U.S. Air Force agency which handles contract 
transport; over the past few years it has grown 
into a huge civilian-type worldwide airline system. 
While commercial] airline companies have for long 
contended that the government should curtail its 
airline operations (‘‘get the government out of 
business’’ as the saying goes), the military have 
strenuously opposed this on grounds that it requires 
a large standby airlift in case of emergency and 
having got it might as well use it. The latest figure 
of $80 million represents a gain to commercial air 
line business of $23 million in the coming year. The 
Flying Tiger Line is, therefore, in a good position 
to achieve full fleet utilisation during 1959. 
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freight business 





MAYBACH 
POWER 





Armstrong Siddeley are now manufacturing 
under licence a range of diese] engines from 
220 to 2,000 b.h.p. rail traction rating developed 
by the world famous German firm of Maybach, 
who have had 35 years experience in the 


ARMSTRONG SIDDELEY 


ARMSTRONG SIDDELEY MOTORS 


COVENTRY - ENGLAND 


manufacture of diesel traction units. 





A A IO OCR OER! IE IT ae a 


Armstrong Siddeley Maybach diesel engines 
are currently being introduced into British 
Railways Western Region as part of their 


modernisation programme. 


ENGINE BUILDERS TO THE WORLD 


MEMBER OF HAWKER SIDDELEY GROUP 
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SOCIAL AND PERSONAL 


M.P.T.A. 1959 Conference 

D ETAILS of the draft programme for the annual 

conference of the Municipal Passenger 

Transport Association, to be held in Edin- 
burgh on September 21-25, have now been an- 
nounced. The business sessions are on September 
22-24. On the afternoon of September 22, a visit 
will be made to the works of Walter Alexander 
and Co. (Coachbuilders), Limited, at Falkirk, and 
on September 25 the B.P. ocean terminal at 
Finnart, Loch Long, will be visited. The Esso 
Petroleum Co., Limited, is also providing hospi- 
tality. It has been decided this year that that part 
of the proceedings of the annual general meeting 
when the president for the following year is elected 
will not be in private as hitherto. The president 
for 1959-60 will be elected on the morning of 
September 25 


* 


4 ' iret + ’ y } 
We regre » record the death, in Canada 


oInted public relation 
Scottish Region, B.R., had 
sr (public relations 
June year 
Before that, since 1951, 
he had held a B.B.C. 
stafl appomtment as 
Scottish news observer, 
and | was also for 


ue 
some 


since last 


time on the Lon 
don staff. Mr. MacKay 
left an honours course 
at Glasgow University 
—reading English lan- 
guage and literature— 
to join the Scottish 
Daily Express. In the 
R.A.F. during the war 
he became a chief con 
troller in operations. 
For many years he was 
a regular broadcaster in 
Britain and to countries 
overseas, and he was the first to read television 
news in Scotland. He has reported most royal 
visits since the war, travelling in the royal 
entourage, and interviewed many public figures on 
television. 


Mr. C. N. MacKay 


* * * 

Mr. F. P. B. Taylor, general assistant to com- 
mercial officer, Waterloo, has been appointed 
commercial officer, Southern Region, B.R., from 
February 23, vice the late Mr. G. Wynne Davies. 

* * : 

At its last meeting the board of the Railway 
Benevolent Institution granted annuities involving 
an additional liability of {214 per annum; gratuities 
were also granted amounting to £906 15s. to meet 
cases of immediate necessity. 

* * * 

Mr. F. L. Willis, M.B.E., has retired as manag- 
ing director of Hunting Aerosurveys, Limited, 
after 39 years in the field. He will remain on the 
board. His successor is Mr. T. D. Weatherhead, 
O.B.E. 

* * * 

Appointment of Mr. P. F. Grant, senior assistant 
to the regional accountant, Western Region, 
Paddington, to the position of assistant regional 
accountant, North Eastern ‘Region, .B.R., is 
announced. He entered the service of the Great 
Western Railway in 1921 in the parcels audit office. 

7 * * 

Mr. David Blee, C.B.E., M.Inst.T., general 
manager, London Midland Region, B.R., and a 
vice-president of the Institute of Transport, will 
be the speaker at the meeting of the Institute 
arranged for March 9 at 66 Portland Place, W.1, 
when he will present for discussion a paper 

Aspects of Railway Management.’’ The meeting 
will be open to visitors, without ticket. 

* . * 

regret te record the death of Mr. R. F 
Smith, who was general manager of Glasgow Cor- 
poration Transport Department from 1937 until 
1943. Mr. Smith was said to be the last survivor 
of the original staff of the department which began 
operations in 1894, when the city assumed owner- 
ship of the tramway services. He served as accoun- 
tant, traffic superintendent and deputy general 
manager before his appointment as_ general 
manager. 


We 


* * * 


Mr. F. R. L. Barnwell,O.B.E., E.R.D.,M.1.C.E., 
district engineer, Newport, has been appointed 
assistant engineer (works maintenance) to the chief 
civil engineer, Western Region, B.R. Mr. Barnwell 
entered the service of the L.N.E.R. in 1926. 
served at Inverness, Scottish Region, as district 
engineer from 1951 and, in 1952, transferred to 
Shrewsbury, Western Region, in the same capacity. 
In March, 1954, Mr. Barnwell was appointed district 
engineer, Newport, the position he now vacates 
upon his new appointment. 

* * * 

We regret to record the death, at the age of 
59, of Mr. Fred Rowarth, F.R.Ae.S., executive 
director and general sales manager of the Auto- 
motive Products Co., Limited, the Borg and Beck 
Co., Limited, Lockheed Hydraulic Brake Co., 
Limited, and Lockheed Precision Products, Liver- 
pool. Educated at Christs Hospital, he became a 
well-known figure in the aircraft industry and was 
chief engineer of the Aircraft and Armament Experi- 
mental Establishment at Martlesham and later at 
Boscombe Town. He joined Automotive Products 
in 1945 as general sales manager and became an 
executive director in January, 1956. 

* * * 

Lord Chandos, chairman of Associated Electrical 
Industries, Limited, has returned after a five-week 
tour of Latin America where he had talks with 
presidents, ministers of finance and economy and 
bankers in Brazil, Venezuela, Argentina, Chile, 
Mexico and Peru. Through Metropolitan-Vickers 
and B.T.H., A.E.I. has had a long trading associa- 
tion with Latin American countries and one of the 
purposes of this visit was to determine how far 
this could be extended. Lord Chandos visited the 
site of the Greater Buenos Aires power station, for 
which A.E.I. is supplying the engineering plant, 
transformers, switch gear, etc. He also inspected 
the company’s traction motor repair factory at 
Belo Horizonte, Brazil. 


He. 


The late Sir Maxwell Hicks 

E regret to record the death, at the age of 

80, of Lieut.-Colonel Sir Maxwell Hicks, 
C.B.E., who was chairman of McNamara 

and Co., Limited, until its nationalisation in 1948. 
lic was also a director at that time of the sub- 
sidiary, Fred Cook (Transport), Limited, of Hull. 
Sir Maxwell Hicks, a chartered accountant, was 
appointed receiver and manager of McNamara in 
1913 and succeeded in turning its heavy losses into 
what was described as a substantial profit. When 
the receivership came to an end in 1921 the com 
pany was reconstructed and he became chairman 
and Maxwell Hicks and Company, chartered 





accountants, became its commercial managers. He 
was made a member of the Inland Transport War 
Council which was formed under the chairmanshiy 
of the Minister of Transport in 1941 to ‘‘c« 
all forms of transport their hi 
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rdinate | 
to secure t p in the 
the war It was t } 





prosecutien of 


Minister on means to this end 


A ]. Payne, O.B.I 
was recently aj 

dent, Southampton, 
from April 1, entere: 
the railway vice 
1919 after 

vice. He 
assistant to the Western 
divisional superinten 
dent, in 1934, and in 
1937 transferred to a 
similar appointment in 
the London Central 
Division. From 1928 to 
1934 Mr. Payne was 
instructor in signalling, 
rules and regulations at 
the S.R. Training 
School, then situated at 
East Croydon, and he 
also lectured at the 
University College of 
Southampton on rail- 
way operating. As a member of the Supplementary 
Reserve he was called up at the outbreak of the 
1939-45 war and served on the movements and 
transportation side of the Army in France, Egypt, 
Palestine, Syria, Iraq, Italy and Belgium, being 
promoted to the rank of colonel early in 1943. In 
the New Year Honours List, 1942, he was awarded 
the O.B.E. (Military), and in the same year, while 
on active service, he was promoted assistant divi 
sional superintendent, London East Division. After 
serving as principal of the residential training 
college at Woking, from its inception in 1946 until 
1950, Mr. Payne was attached to the Southampton 
district office until July, 1952, when he was 
appointed assistant district traffic superintendent, 
Orpington, responsible for the commercial activi- 
ties of the district. In October, 1958, he was 
appointed freight assistant, line traffic manager’s 
office, South Eastern Division, which position he 
now vacates. 


appoin te 


anr smé 1 
was appointed 


Mr. A. C. J. Payne 


* * * 

Mr. W..M.. C,.Seett, 

Central, Scottish Region, 
March 21. 


stationmaster, Glasgow 
B.R., is to retire on 


* * * 


Mr. J. R. Hammond, M.B.E., B.Sc.(Eng.), 
A.M.1.C.E., assistant general manager (modernisa- 
tion), Western Region, British Railways, has been 
appointed to succeed Mr. K. W. C. Grand as 
general manager with effect from March 5 

* * * 

Mr. Edward P. Connolly, F.I.B.C.M., director 
of Connolly Bros. (Curriers), Limited, has been 
elected president of the Institute of British Carriag 
and Automobile Manufacturers in succession to 
Mr. Harry W. Light, F.I.B.C.M., a director of 
Thrupp and Maberly, Limited. Mr. C. W. Ward, 
director and general manager, Park Ward and Co., 
Limited, London, was re-elected hon. treasurer 


A delegation from the Polish Ministry of Building and 
Construction, composed of three directors of the state- 
owned transport fleet, recently visited the A.E.C. 
works at Southall, where Mr. Erie Hollands, director 
and general manager of A.C.V. Sales, Limited, show 

them the A.E.C, Dumptruk. Messrs. Rojek, Morawski and 
Skusiewicz are seen with Messrs. Hollands, J. U. Cooke 
(export manager, A.C.V. Sales) and A. Neville Stack 


The death is announced of Alderman Charles H. 
Built, aged 76. He joined the former Worcester 
and District Electric Traction Co., Limited, in 1910, 
and was manager in 1917-28. On the abandonment 
of the trams he became divisional superintendent for 
the Midland ‘‘Red’’ company. He retired in 1938. 
He was a member of Worcester City Council (except 
for two short breaks) from 1935 and an alderman 
since 1949. Other appointments were: city cham- 
berlain, 1943; high sheriff, 1950; mayor, 1955. 

* * . 


Safe-driving awards and awards of merit, earned 
under Road Operators’ Safety Council auspices, 
were presented to Midland ‘‘Red’’ drivers and con- 
ducting staff at an evening function at the central 
works, Edgbaston, in Birmingham. Recipients 
concerned were those from garages at Lichfiel 
and Sutton Coldfield; the awards related to the 
years 1956 and 1957. Those present were handed 
theit awards by Councillor K. J. Hovers, D.F.C., 
of Sutton Coldfield, and the chairman for the even- 
ing was Mr. E. C. Tuff, chief engineer of Midland 
‘*Red.’’ The awards presented covered periods up 
to 18 consecutive years of freedom from blame- 
worthy accident. 





\ he evidence which I relate 


Is merely to corroborate 
What you have heard 
(unless you’re deaf) 
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THE SKEFKO BALL BEARING COMPANY LIMITED - LUTON - BEDS 


THE ONLY BRITISH MANUFACTURER OF ALL FOUR BASIC BEARING TYPES 


BALL, CYLINDRICAL ROLLER, TAPER ROLLER, & SPHERICAL ROLLER 


AUTO R/P71 





London Sales Office 
Telephone 


139 Park Lane 
Grosvenor 5932 


FODENS LIMITED SANDBACH CHESHIRE 
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Telephone 


SANDBACH 644 (12 lines) Telegrams: “FODENWAY' SANDBACH 





IMPORTANT CONTRACTS 





Metropolitan Line Rolling Stock 





T was announced this week by London Trans 

port that it had placed orders totalling over 
£4,000,000 for new trains for the Metropolitan 
Line. A total of 248 cars will replace the present 
outdated electric and steam compartment siock on 
the Amersham, Chesham and Watford 
The contract for the car bodies and bogies has 
been given to Cravens, Limited, of Sheffield. Orders 
for the motors and other equipment for the new 
trains have already been placed. The new trains 
will be of saloon type, but with 40 per cent more 
other on the 


seats will be in facing pairs on 


services 


than saloon cars now 
rground All 


central 


scats running 
LU mek 
each aide of a gangway comfort t« 
r journey passengers and there 


There | 


to give 
Ion ge 
mati 


Star 


also 


t mixed ix 
anned that the new train i | 
ards the end of 1960 
and all be running when the big scheme of improve 
ments on Metropolitan Line—including the 
trification = of um-operated section 
between Rickmansworth, Amersham and Chesham 
and the four-tracking of the line from Harrow t 
beyond Moor Park—is 1962 


Start coming into service t 
the 


ele the st 


finished in 


More Vehicles for London Brick 
One of A.EC.'s London 
Brick Co., Limited, recently placed an order for a 
further 44 Mercury and 10 Mammoth Major chassis 


oldest customers, the 


G.E.C. Equipment for Mersey Dredger 

The General Electric Co., Limited 

an order to supply diesel-electric propulsion equip 

ment for the new grab dredger, of 2,200 tons 

capacity, to built by Ferguson Brothers (Port 

Glasgow), Limited, for the Mersey Docks and 
Harbour Board 


has received 


be 


Albions for Liquid Transport 
4 contract to the value of over {110,000 has been 
placed by Bulwark Transport, Limited, of Chippen 
ham, with Albion Motors, Limited, of Glasgow, 
for 24 Caledonian low-weight eight-wheeled chassis 
They are to be fitted with tanks for the transport 
of various types of liquids. A special feature of the 
chassis will be the fitment of a third differential, 
complete with locking device, on the first rear axle 
This is controlled from the driver's cab 


Radio Aids for New Tanker 
A comprehensive range of Marconi Marine com 
munications equipment and radio aids to navigation 
has been installed in the new tanker Varicella, of 
43,000 tons. Built at Wallsend by Swan, Hunter 
and Wigham Richardson, Limited, for Sheil 
lankers, Limited, the new vessel employs a Globe 


span transmitter and Atalanta receiver for radio 
telegraphy communication and a Reliance trans 
mitter 1s Gtted for emergency use. VHF equipment 
enables the Varicella to use port control and infor 
mation services like that at Southampton An 
auxiliaries rack houses a Seaguard auto alarm 
Alert guard receiver, itomatic keying device 
and a Salvita portable transmitter-receiver is 
carried for lifeboats 
is Marconi Marine Radiolocat 
display unit 


and a 


use inf lipment 


The rad q 
tor IVB 2 1 


Lendon Transport Station Contract 


Transp rt has 


London 
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Am 


engineering wor at 


Large Nigerian Contract 


i Costair Limit 


ix 


aught 


tl 


TENDERS INVITED 


HE following items are extracted from the Board of Trade 
Special Register Service of information. inquiries should 
be addressed, quoting reference number where given, to the 

Export Services Branch, Board of Trade, Lacon House, Theobalds 
Road, London, W.C./. 


March 11—Irag.—Ministry of Defence for one fork-lift truck 
Tenders to the President for the Central Foreign Purcl 
mittee, Ministry of Finance, Baghdad ESB / 3743 

March 12.—Beligian Congo inistry of Belgiaz 
Ruanda-Urundi for MOTOR VEHICLES m 
station wagons, six i-ton open truck 
cover, 16 }-ton open trucks, 15 5-cwt } 
17 3-ton long wheelbase chassi 3-tor 
cover, six 5-ton long wheelbase chassis 
wheelbase chassis and cabs, 67 
20 5-ton tipping bodies with gear, 12 6-ton tipping bodies with 
gear, six 35-seat buses, five 45-seat buses, 43 short wheelbase 
hight cross-country vehicles, 26 ambulances for use in the bush 
two 700-gal. tank wagons, two 1,100-gal. sprinklers. Tenders to 
Ministry of Belgian Congo and Ruanda-Urundi, Brussels 
ESB / 1064 / 59.) 

March 16—Australia.South Australian Railways for 14 or 28 
DIESEL ENGINES, together with control equipment, radiators, fans 
filters, strainers, starting and cranking motor, converter fluid 
charging pump. and transmission equipment for suburban diese 
railcars. Tenders to South Australian Railways (¢ 
Adelaide, South Australia ESB / 2151/59 

March 18.—Rhodesia and Nyasaland. ity of Bulawa 
lorry-mounted CRANE to be capable of lifting free on 
34-ton load at a radius of 15 ft 

length of the jib shall be not less than 25 ft 
P.O. Box 591, Bulawayo. (ESB / 5409/59 
Public Works Department 


and cabs 
and 
$-ton tipping bodies 


} 
abs 


ommissioner 


© for 
wheels, 
of 


one 
unblocked, a 
180 deg The 
Tenders to Town Cierk 

March 18—Portuguese East Africa. 
ROAD MAINTENANCE MACHINES and VEHICLES Tender 
through loca! representatives ESB / 2197 / 59 

March 20—Union of South Africa.—Transv Provincial 
Administration for j-ton light delivery vans, 1-ton light delivery 
VANS, 1l}-ton light delivery VANS, ¢-ton sedan iver VAD 
j-ton panel VANS and I-ton pane! vans. Tenders to Th 
man, Transvaal Provincial Tender Board, P.O. B 
Pretoria. (ESB / 4612/59.) 


through ar’ 
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Chair 
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SHIPPING AND SHIPBUILDING 
Notice to British Yards 


Newport, Isle of Wight without An 
envelope of lon and synthetic rubber barge 

towed by a 45-h.p. launch and completed the 
10 muse voyage iI tw atter vhic h the 4 are 


It w 





incident 


the 


yew comments on the performance of British 
yards were offered last week by Mr. R. A 
Vestey, chairman of the Blue Star Line was 
Limited, at the launch from the Queen's Yard 
Belfast, of Har 1 Wolff, Limited, of the 
11,000-ton gross refriger rUl t 
He said the shi 
nh 


ny 


ind an . 
} 


uv 


th 


By Boat and Rail 
J{AGLE  STEAMERS has 
“ facility—the issue of « 


lay excursion tickets betweer 


available 


and Thursd 


tickets will 
We 


summer 


Margate These 
Mondays, Tuesdays ir 
throughout the 1959 Passengers 
will leave on the Royal Sovereign from Tower Pier 
at 9 a.m. arriving at Margate at 2 p.m. They car 
return by boat at 4 p.m. or by any train that day, | Sage a res ¢ oEweag ‘aig atae 

1t an additional fare of Is. 6d. The fast electric | RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL OF DARTFORD 


train service from Margate starts in June 


inesdays 
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FRANSPORT 


German Yards May Offer Easier Credit | PUBL' 
[1 is believed that West yards are to 

be authorised to accept payment for new ton 
nage on an instalment basis in order to meet foreign 
competition, notably from Japan. Hitherto the 
standard terms for payment have been 20 per cent 
on signing of the contract, up to 60 per cent on 
laying the keel and the remainder on delivery of 
the vessel It is now proposed that 20 per cent of 
building costs should be delivery of t 
ship and the the follow 
three to five ye 


Nylon Barge Tank in Service 
CARRYING 1 cargo of 10,000 gal. of ke 

weighing 40 tons, the flexible 
being developed under the sponsorship of 
National Research Development Corps 
its first commercial voy last week It 
the om the refinery at 


German 
PPLICATIONS invited for the post of 
Public Cleansing and Transport Officer. Salary 
ithin Grade APT III plus £30 per annum London 
weighting ({875 to £1,055 per annum). Commenc 
ing salary according to qualif ations and « x perience 
Preference will be given to Applicants who hold the 

of the Institute of Public Cleansing, 
porate Me the Institute 

'S5 | Transport \ car will be provided I 
Housing needs 


hich may obtaines 


ire 


Testamur 
he ae wet 





paid on mbers of 


1 


remainder spread over 
irs 


official duties 
Form of 


the 


| 


bel 


ipplication 


Engineer and Sur iddress 
should be returned to him on « re 


1959 


rosene 
barg 
the 


made 


about 


ration 
White 
vanley, K 


ige 


Esso Faw! 


kerosene fr 





REFRIGERATOR WAGONS 


FOR 








100 Refrigerator Wagon Bodies have 
been supplied by METRO-CAMMELL 


to the New Zealand 


Railways. 


METROPOLITAN-CAMMELL 


HEAD OFFICE: SALTLEY 


Limited, St 


BIRMINGHAM, 8 
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